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PA stamps '
Jail to get |
seal of
approval on
Christmas
cards

JTOM GROSS

CHRISTIANS are having trouble
sending their Christmas cards
between Israel "and the
Palestinian Authority areas this
year.

1 wanted to send some greeung :

cards to my friends in
Jerusalem,” said Linda, a stndent
at Bethlehem University. “But
I've heard they're not petting
through. Palestinian post offices
are refusing to accept cards with
Israeli stamps, while the PA
postage designs haven’t pot the
stamnp of approval from Israel
yer.”

Postal authorities in -miany
Palestinian-controlled towns are
only delivering letters avd cards
with PA stamps. Most have a pic-
ture of either Yasser Arafat or the

. Palestinian flag on them. Bot to be

sure Palestinian Christians kniow
the PA is looking out for them too
- one stamp has a pictore of Arafat
with the Pope.

*1 wanted 1o post my Chnstmas
cards with Bethlehem
said one bemused Bolnnan tourist
who found berself in a sticky situ-
ation.

Locals have their own solu-
tions. “The umiversity anthoritics,
who don’t have to apply for per-
mission to enter Israel, are going
over to the nearby Jerusalem sub-
urb of Gilo with a large sack and
posting our mail vsing Israeli

sla.lnps
Malham, who teaches piano at the
mosic faculty of Bethlehem

Universiky-

“When people- want to send -

mai} abroad, this is not so diffi-
cult, as the Palestiniap stamps can
be delivered via Jordan or Egypt.
But ﬂ1e problem is writing 1o
Israel,” said Fadi, a second-year
business and student,
“Incoming letters with Israeli
stamps get here eventaily, but
take at least twice as long as they
should do to reach us from nearby

Jerusalem.™
The atmosphere in Bethlehem
this Christrmas is very different
from the cuphoria in the town a
year ago, following the withdraw-

al ofthe IDE

The authorities have been hit by -

a cash crisis that has meant they
havehaddlfﬁcult}'ﬁn‘hnsf'mds

to pay for
c:el::mg, road repairs and “the

adorn the r-'l in the nm-up o

Midnight Mass celebra-
wmghts which u%l be broadcast
around the globe-

“Ve areglofacmg Christmas
without enough monty to beanti-
fy the city.” said Elias Freij, the
town's Christian mayor, as well
as the Palestinian minister

sm.
e e, although lersel bhad
alrcady handed the town over to
Palestinian control two days
before Christmas, the govemmmt
t‘ooted the bill.

| l[ﬂ!lUIU'Hl'

said Brother Vincent-

' Make international
connections

From Israel, just dial:

#.177-100-2727
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' rfm' another ronnd of discussions on the Jong-awaited Hebroo redeployment.

‘US envoyDenmsRoss(left)and PaleshmanAnthonty Chairman Yasser Arafat speak (o reporters yesterday in Gaza after meeting

[Rewter)

- Gov’t to hit women, employers for
«~another NIS 350m. in revenues

THE government plans to raise
another NIS 350 million in rev-
eaues by removing certain tax
bene fits from working women and
by increasing the number of -ck-
leave :days for which an employer
has to:pay.

This. solution was decided npon

to the t5 bill
in the Fmance Commirtiee
Sunday left the government with a
revenue! gap of several hundred
million s-hekels Since the govern-
ment carinot propose amendmerts
to its own bill, Likvd faction
chairman ‘Michael Eitan submitted
these amendments on its
behalf, tor be passed with the bud-
get dunng its second and third

Treasury duecmr general David

Brodet admitted last might that the
'has raised taxes.

“We have tried very bard not to
increase taxation. We have not
increased V.AT, income tax, or
employers’’ National Insorance
contributions, but we bave
increased 1axcs, say, on ciparettes

and fuel”

According.. 1o Finance
Committee chairman Avraham
Ravitz (United Torzh Judaism),
the main proposal is the cancella-

EVELYN GORDON AND DAVID HARRIS

tion of the iax credit given to
working women when the
Natipnal Health Insurance Law
was passed two years ago. This
would save the povemment some
MF?miﬁom S now for the first
oyers now pay for
two days of sick leave and the
National Insurance Institute pays
thereaftar. The amend-
ment, accordng to the Treasury,
would have eraployers pay for the
first nine days.

That would give employers an
mcenuvetocmckdownanpeople
who stay ont for long periods
when they are not really sick and
save some NIS 80m. a year, Ravitz
said.

Ravitz broached the issue of
these revenue-taising amendments
curing his speech kicking off the
plenom debate on the bill’s second
and third readings. “There are still
a few amendments whn:hwewill
recommend thar you pass,” he
said.

These would be tn addition to
the sizable hike in gasoline and
clgmenel?gzes];th:jovermhas
imposed.

The debate itself is expected to

. government coffers,
Infrastruchire

emment some NIS 250m.
The price hikss include:

pack

cles, and heating

Mo_re bodget coverage, Page 12

Gasoline and tobacco
prices rise
" DAVID HARRIS

'I'I-IEpmcofunIeadedgasohnerose9.S pexcent fast night, as the
guvmmentannomoedmcreasesmﬁepnmofbothﬁmlandmga—
reties. Foreign cigareties rose in price by an average 10.8%, and
Tocal cigarettes are up some 13.2%.
The increase in, fuel prices will bring ap to NIS 750 million inio
10 a senior sousce I the National
) s Fusl Adminisration. However, Treasury
heidget directar Ranr Kroll said this ncrease will only net the gov-

= 96 Octane gasoline up 6.5% to NIS 3.19.
= Unleaded gasoline up 9.5% to NIS 3.19.
+ Kent, Maribore, and Parliament cigarettes up to NIS 1030 a

» Time, Time Light and Europa cigarettes up to NIS 6.30.

Meaawhile, the excise duty on kerosere, diesel for transport vehi-
fuel .was reduced by 33%. This does ot mean,
howeverﬂmﬂnrewxllbea33%pncereducuononmmpmducts
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last through the middle of next

. week, as some 5,000 amendments

have been submitted to the bill
Since each amendment entitles its
proposer 1o five minuotes of speak-
- 1ng time, thé debate could, i the-
ory, take more than 400 bours. In
practice, many MKs will lose their

wrn by failing to show up.

In a rare move, however, all 120
MKs will have to be available to
vote virtually throughout the
entire debate.

In previous years, the govem-
ment and opposition always

to hold all the votes at the

end of the debate, leavizz MKs

free to ignore the debate untl
{Continued on Page 2)
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PM hopes

summit will
yield deal

DAVID MAKOVSKY AND JON IMMANUEL

PRIME Minister Binyamin
Nemanyahn and  Palestinian
Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat
are expected t0 meer today or
tomorrow over the Hebron rede-
ployment deal.

. The premier was awaiting an

answer from Arafat late last night
whether such a meeting would be
for actually signing a deal, and not
for further bargaining. Arafat
reporiedly said he would meet
Netanyahu today, lsrae! Radio
said.

Once again, theré was hope that,
after so many reversals, the pro-
mwacted negotiations on the 1DF
pullback in Hebron may finally
reach a successful conclusion.

Jordan’s King Hussein phoned
Netanyahu last night and voiced
cptimism that the two sides wers
near ent. Palestinian nego-
tiator Mahmoud Abbas said that
he also thought an agreement was
VEry near

“We expect a deal rtomight
Negotiations are continuing,” said
Palestinian negotiator Jamil Tarifi,
on his way mmo Hebron talks at
Jerusalem’s Laromme Hotel
between lsraeli and PLO officials.
He did not elzborate.

Lasr night, US special Middle
East peace coordinator Dennis
Ross mformed Netanyzhu of his
sudden trip to Egypt yesierday,
which was designed to obtain
President Hosni Mubarak’s bless-
ing on what has been obiained by
Israeli and Palestinian negotiators.

Officials said they expect some
Egyptian: representation a1 a sign-
ing cereconyv. creating specula-
fon thar s would b Foreiga
Minister Amr Moussa.

Ross, who was scheduled to

return to the US Tast night. has
extended his stay. He was schad-
uled to meet Arafat late last night
in Gaza to find out, in the words of
Netanyahu, “whether Arafat is
ready 1o close.”

Netanyahu wants to avoid a situ-
ation whereby the Palestinian
leader would try 1o use a summit
meeting for final bargaining,
senior Israelt officials say, based
on the experience of Arafat's
negotiating maneuvers during the
past few years. Hence, Netanyahu
wants to know in advance the
nature of the meating with Arafat,
according to the sources.

Moreover, some officials sug-
gested that Netanyahu would pre-
fer the meeting be held secretly,
fearing thar Arafat would seek to
leverage the build-up of a public
mecting as a means to wring final
COTNCESSIoNnS.

It scems that a Key tumabout
occred in an all-night session
Sunday which ended before dawn
yesterday moming in Gaza. The
meeting was important, as it
included not only Arafat and Ross,
but also top negotiators Yilzhak
Molcho and TDF Planning Branch
head Maj.-Gen. Shaul Mofaz.

Officials say this session was
crucial in enabling Arafat to
directly understand detailed Israeli
security concerns. Apparently at
this meeting Arafat accepted
restrictions on Weaponry
Palestinians could use in zones
around Hebron, incleding sur-
rounding hillsides.

Apparently. Aratat’s agreement
10 resirict weaponry comes amid
Israeli agreement wo be more foith-
coming. It remains unclear what

(Continned on Page 9)
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NRP slams Stern for remarks
supporting Palestinian state

NATIONAL Religicvs Party MKs and senjor
members unanimously condemped MK
Avraham Stern for supporting the creation of a
Palestinian State chiring recest foserviews.
Although Stern said his smatemnents had been
taken out of context and misintexpreted, he
refused to nnequivocally retract them.
"Farthemommrwemustsnckbythepmty
platform. That's not 1o say that in another three
mnnthsweshouldn‘tdascuss:t, Stem report-
edly said at the

i an interview in Ha arerr yestsrday, Stem

was quoted saying the question of a Palestinian
stanexswlmp:evmtsabmadmuonalwnsen

“l'herefowldun’tmhnomalmgethﬂ:.lf
there is a chance for a peace amangement
tlm:sﬂwelemmtwhmhboldsmup,"hetold
Ha'aretz, “1 don™t want a Palestinian state
either, but it doesn 't seem to me to be a sacred
:ssue.hmy it's possible to create
suchammmmndmthweaﬁ
sive militery, ity to produce anms,
thengh:mexchmgeambassadmswnhodwr

Hemadeﬂ:emmmmtmruponsamme
statements made by the prime minister’s com-
munications directar Dav:d Bar-[lza in sm
interview with The Jerusalem Post on Friday.

and -

LIAT COLLINS

Attheendot’yesterdays meeting, however,
n‘.leNRP

ththegaredSmm,pany SESF
casti sources ormer
Haim Druckman described Stern’s stage-
mcmsas"innomparabl and irreparably miser-
:ltgle dﬂlywmmdmgtheposmonoftheSm

. NRP faction chairmen Hanan Porat told -
Stem: “In my opinion you have crossed a red

line. Tt is a great disservice to the state and

movement.”
MKShaulYalmlomdismisedamggw&an
mnonvmethepmtyscenmlcommmeom
Stern’s statements, saying it might give the
nngssmnﬂmﬂmelssomethmgtoducuss.
Third Way aiso discussed the isspe in its

faction mesting.
"Wedec:dedmasknwmmdsmﬂpLMto

the principle of " )
Ruoby Riviin {(Likud), however, accused Stem

pot ‘in.’ It will cause us to be out An ‘in*

Palﬁummmmnsunlmhmwﬂlbe '

Bentsur: Russia plans

MKs tour Ras al- Amud

* and Arabs states in the aim of

Israel-Arab summlt

RUSSIA is planning to host sum-
mit with Israel, the Palestinians,

reviving the Madrid formula and
bastening muliilateral pegotiations
in particular, Foreign Ministry
director-general Eitan Bentsur
said yesterday.

There has been no progress in
some of the multilateral groups for
ing an immediate comnection

MEMBERS of the Knesset
Interior Committee toured the Ras
al-Amud neighborhood yesterday
o see the avea slated for Jewish
hmsmgdmhasmusedﬂleneof

'IheMstldnotchangcﬂmr

LIAT COLLINS

pohﬁm]mdmnanmmlsmn—
tion doesn’t permit it,” .said
Emmlﬁssman(l‘hndWay),
“bat many things are built in
Jcmsubmwhenoneac(swﬁely

. and sensibly.”

Avraham Poraz {Shinni-Meretz)
said that just a¢ be “would object o
establishmg an Arab neighborhood
in western Jerusalem, withour
harming the city’s omity, X think it
wounld be a mistske o build a

a long time.
Bmlsuralso wdanlsnch

hope that humanitarian organiza-
tions will attend, as part of an effort
to decide on ways to boijld trust.

between the Isracli-Palestinian
peace process and Israel’s peace
;Eﬂm parently doe
This initiative is ap, y
10 the strong reaction of Egypt and
Jordan to the difficolties in the
pegotiations on Hebron.  (Tiirn)

“things one can compromise om,
bart not on Jerusalem. I we make -
even the smallest concession on
Jerusalem we will lose the bantle ™

Committee chairman Sallah

On the anniversary of the passing of our dear
‘mother and grandmother

LILLY SEGAL

Services wiil be held on Friday,
December 27, 1996#E‘Tevet 5757}, at2 p.m.,
' at the Sdeh Yehoshua Cemetery,
Gate Aleph (Kfar Samir).

Roni and Ehud Goidberg and family
Leah Weiss and family

#i [SRAELBONDS

The leadership and staff of the State of larae! Bonds Organization

Tarif (Labor) wemed it “is denger-
ous to build here. Tt"s likely to tam
into a second [Western Wall}

'nmnelep:sode.

Mordechai leaves for Egypt

ANSWERING a personal invitation from President Hosni Mobarak,

ﬁignsehﬁmswr‘ﬂlzhakhimd;?lpa -ofﬁm]&sumEgypt
and is to update the Egyptian Jeader on the progress in

the lks wih e Palesatgos

“It’s my intention to tell the president that Israel’s face is tumed toward

peace and security with ail narions in the region, 10 examine with him

waysmsumgmmemmmEgyptmdlﬂadmdwupdm

'Ibp

Mahmond Abbas lumsthe ng I)md Hntel in Jerusalem yesterday,

foﬂowugh&sonﬂ:eﬂebmredephymtwiﬂ:mls&eﬁ%nthﬂmhddm
{Adiel Jetozobimaki)

Minister Binyamin Netanyalm,

Hebron settlers: Pact will lead
to our community’s destruction

b;!’?g legisiators in the Knc?z
in

last night warned it will only be a

mmﬂbym:tumeaﬂmaﬂehunwrede-
agreenent s

gefmeﬂxe!ewsdmebwomemf-

gess of terror,

"Iflheagemnsapedas:t

is, it will be just a mpatter of time .
before Jewish blood is spilled;in Wi

the city,” said Moshe Ben-Zimra,
a spokesman for the settiement.

Nooe of the Hebroo activists
any ¥
mntbeyoudwhatwasrepomdin_

the media, but they gave the

{Coutinned from Page I)
then. This year, however, Labor
insisted that votes be held on each

separate item as it came up, and
thecoalmondeczdednottonselts
majority in the Knesset Honse *
Committee to force a dxﬂ'e'rmt

arrangement.

"Iwillﬂghtforﬁengnof
oppasition MKs to express them-
selvesandcntmzeﬂ:egovun—

“Not a single promise was
kept,” Shohat szid. “What did
they do? They raised taxes!”

“I said [when the bill was first
presented] that it would not pass
in the same form as it entered the
Knesset... but I never dreamed it
would such major
changes,” he added “We have
here a new cconomic amrange-
ments bill "

HERB KEINON

impression thar they thought the
long-delayed agreement: would
soon be signed.

I feel thar we have been
deceived by [Prime Minister]
Netanyahn '

“Ben-Zi:msud.“He '

Prof. David A. Gross
on being honored as a

Distinguished Citizen of Jerusalem
for his lifetime contribution to Jewish culiure and education

extend degpest sympathy and condolences to
" Anne and Gideon Patt and family
| onthe death of

~ OAROL {Akiva) PICKEL Sy

Natfian Sharony(lhl-Gen Res.), PruldentandCED
wnﬂamBelzberg,ChalnnanofmeBoard -
Members of the Board:

David B. Hermelin, Susan Welkem-Volchok,
Michael Siegal, Saul Volchok, Burton P. Resnick

ment, just as we. did during the
last " Eitan said. “We
* will try 1o have all

In deep sorrow,wamnouncemedeathofourdaarhusband father,
grandfather and brother - :

" CAROL PICKEL

’ 'mefunaralwilltakeplanetodayTuesday,December24 1996, at 2230 p.m., .

. atthe Savyon cemetery. L
ShivamllbeheldatmePattrasndence 51 HagdemtStreet.Savyon

- Wife

: Rose Picks!
Daughters:

Anne and Gideon Patt
Renée and Alex Monro
Danie] and Jod! Patt
DoronandDavothan :

Efi Patt ' :
Arie (Louls) and Lea Pickel
Elizabeth Lipschutz -

Grandchildren;

_ Brother:
Sister:

In deep sorrow we announce the passing of our father
and head of the family

' ZVI AVNON

' The funeral will take place today, leaving from the
-Sanhedria Funeral Home, Jerusalem, at 11 a.m. for the
-~ Mount of Olives, Jerusalem.

Moumed by his:
.Son, Dan Avnon and tamily
Daughter, Ruth Gilad and family

- Binyamin- Netanyahu’s now-
- famous

: yesterday.
. ofBem:lsdmgedwnhbunngmdmbllyw-oldl‘EmShmsha
. whlednmgn

- Isaac Stem made Diaspora Museum fellow

. mnslclanmd

| PMto \nslt Pope next month

-| naturally, T will visit the Pope and the Vatican,” he said.

Liaz Collins adds:
The Labor Knesset faction

qmted?mm Minister
initely vote against” the badget,
“You can’t cheat the economy.
There are a Iot of tricks and pre-
tense going on here. It will bring
about a recession..... It's so easy to
cut on paper without making any
. real cuts in effect,” Peres said.

NEWS IN BRIEF

“read my ILips” prommise
not to raise taxes, ingde this sun-
mer iy Cassaren, as well as his
smmamatthemfonnnﬂm

'Konnans peal mstremandrejected
G;uaftmpdad Nahum Konnan's appesl against his
Korman, a secadity coordinatar for the settlement

youths. Justice Yitzhak

; ViobmstlsaacStﬂnwasmadeanhmomyfenuwofﬂaeDmspom
Mauseum in Tel Aviv vesterday. The citation praised Sternas a.
ating Tarael s, Phlataopios S Maves & Tt
musicians. ist Sars a ~time
DmspmaMnsnmmwasalsoawardedanhmnr_v
fe.llowahp. 'Hclmxaye

Moshav’ famlly find “alien,” store it in freezer
A family on Moshav Ahiud in the western Galilee has frozen what
ndamsmmﬂmlﬁefom.afmrmhmlmgovmmm
would come to exanmne it, police said. -

The family, who found the small “alien™ xnﬂmn'bam,saldmey
woﬂdknepn&ummtheuhomemtﬂnwemmndbym

_exp:ﬂ_. Iﬁm

Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahn was quoted yesterday as

saymghewnuldeopeJOMPanlnatﬁleVamanm::month.

Nemnyahn.wbo.hnsnotmetthePopesmcc-:lns::lecuonla.s:May1

said in an imterview with Telepace, a Rome-based Catholic

;omda station, that he had scheduled the meeting with the Pope
ys 8g0.-

*1 will be m Rome at the end of January and on that occasion,
m%nmmdhulembhmmﬂmpbmcmmym
ago. Both sides are sill formally at odds over the status of

Iemsalem.‘}..m Thursday, the Pope and Palestinian Authority
Chairman assermdm:ssed ma at

in the Diiaspora, especially in the city of Jerusalem
' Fina, Claudine and Pinhas,
Goldye and Zvi, Elana and Wayne

'LEARNTOSAFOTYOURSELF

- MEIMENUHOT Series
¢ by Rabbi Nachman Kahana
31 voltimes in Hehrew ‘Talmaod.
mmmmwmm
N Price: Hebrew volumes, NIS 25
English volumes, NIS 85
PO.B 8761, Yerushalayim Tel./Fax. 02-828.9343

NE()T HAKI KAR

GEOGRAPHICAL TOURS

3

PETRA 2 DAYS WITH FLIGHTS 3

FROM TEL AVIV & BACK!!
_FOR CHRISTMAS AND NEW
YEAR (25/12/96 & 01/01/97)

Speelal prlce .
$ 269 for 3 star-hotel in Petra
$ 299 for 5 star hotel in Petra

% NEW %

We offer services for
mdwldual tourists to Jordan!!

% SINAI %

. 2 day Safari $ 125

For more information:

03-5205874

TR R ]
.

Ll I

iy RNy - - B . T

LA PR NY

-, r' Rl Alar A mA WML .



W

Petah Tikva

religious schools
taken to court
over discrimination

EVELYN GORDON

TWO pzrems and an MK peti-
tioned the High Ct;umt g:fl Jnstice
yesterday against alleged ethmic
discrimination in the Petah Tikva
state religious schools. '

Two elementary schools, Yawne
and Naot David, have divided all
grades into two tracks —~ the Torah
track and the science track. In the
Torah-track classes, girls and boys
learn separately, and the pupils get
an: extra seven to nine howrs a
week of .classes in religious stnd-
ies. Torah-track students must also
pay an additional fee. In the sci-
ence track, the classes are co-edu-
cational.

However, the petition charged

. that the two tracks are merely an

excuse for separating Ashkenazim
from Sephardim and new immi-
grants. Cwirently, the science track
consists of 65 students, of whom
three are new immigrants from the
former Sovietr Union, 15 are
Ethiopian immigrants and the
remainder are Sephardim, the
petition said.

tioned the High Court agaimst the
enlire separation system.

Court: Gynecologist must
stay in jail during rape trial

EVELYN GORDON

A GYNECOLOGIST charged
with raping two of his patients
should remain in jail, the Supreme
Court rulect yesterday, overturming
a district court’s decision that
house arrest would suffice..

DnBogdnnDek:lisaccuseldggi
raping two patients. one ir
and one in 1996. One of the
women gave birth as a resait; the
other, a minor, had an abortion.
Dekel is on trigl in the Haifa
District Court, which put him
under house arrest. The state

that decision, arguing be
should be in jail..

The state argued that if Dekel
were released, he would &y o
destroy evidence or ntinicate wit-
pesses. He has already tried 1o hide
at least one tedical file, the state

Katsav seeks to lure Russian tourists

HAIM SHAPIRO

THEY used to come with shop-
ping bags full of dollars, These
days, tourists from Russia nse
credit cardsﬁl;eui they still spend
my Y.
Thekmanwm'isﬁssuﬁdgpt-
ly sought after that Tourism
Minister Moshe Katsav said this
weckhcinwndsloksmfilm
representative to Kussia,
time when the ministry has to cut
back on its activities because of
budget cuts. An zide said that one
of the reasons for encoursgmg
Russian tourism Was T-hﬂ:h;t was
less affect=d by umrcst m the arca
by what is shown on CNN." said
Motd Shilo, Katsav'’s press
Dming:befi:slnmemomhsof
this year, ministry figues show
that a total of 85.5541“51‘?’5&"‘“
the CIS came to Israel, an InCrease
o‘fﬁpm:t:el‘ll:o\\re!'tl.wSﬂll'lel'-“~5'-'-|"d

last year. The figures forh:coming-'

tourism in general show that there
were 2% fewer tournists.

The slump, according to the
experts, ::;p]argelyamﬂt'gfa
sharp drop after the bus
March. 1n September, W]
hcomi,ugtom‘ismwast?t!wnﬁ%
-compared w the previous year
- vigitops from ‘the CIS had
. decreased by only 1%.

E ﬂ:.h.g_.mmmﬁmg -
“close .10 lsrael amd with grear .
‘potential,” said At Egar, director

of the Association of Tour Agents.
- He said some of the visitors from

‘the former Soviet Union are rels-

the Dead Sea was also promising.

in the face of Russian visitors.
With suspicions that Russians
want 1o come o woik, 1tis}1ard
for Russian tourists to get a visa.

il

THERE will have been some
25,830 waffic accidents by the end
of the year, a 19.1% increase over
fast year and the worst year ever.
The number of people injured in
maffic accidents will reach some
46,845, up 21.6%. the Knesset
Economics Commitiee heard yes-
terday.
At that rate, Commirttee chair-
man Elie Goldschmidt (Labor)
said an astounding 600 out of
every 1,000 Israelis will be
involved in a rad accident some
time in their lives, and one out of
% . every 20 will be either killed or
seriously injured.

Thousands of senior citizens demonstrate ontside the Knesset yesterda - 7 i i ir di i ini

] y to protest {he budget cuts, which will elimivate thbeir dis- ~ The Transportaton Ministry
coun_tstoparkandplacsoftertahment"rhenaﬁon’ssexﬁordﬁmsareconcemedandanxiousnotonlyforthefnun'eofour
pensions, but for daily means of existence,” said Gideon Ben-Yisrael, head of the senior citizens action committee.

plans a mmber of new traffic safe-
in 1997, ranging from

irhok Eharar) 1Y
S road-safety courses for elderly

EVELYN GORDON

ians to increased lighting on
busy roads, Transportation Minister
Yitzhak Levy old the commitiee.

Levy said he intends 1o make
road safety his minisiry’s top pri-
ority. As a first step. he said, he
plans to make the Road Safety
Administration and other umiis
dealing with road safety directly
responsible 1o him.

Levy plans to set up an authori-
ty to coordinate 2 war on traffic
accidents — one of the measures
included in a road safety bill that
has been stalled in the Knesset due
to Treasury opposition.

This autherity would include 2
research instimte to serve all min-

1996 set to be
worst year ever
on Israel’s roads

25,830 accidents projected for the year;
46,845 people injured, up 21.6%

istries thar deal with road safety, a
unit to promote public awareness
of road safety, and a program to
Irain civilian drivers through the
IDF. Army teachers and National
Service women would instruct the
elderly on the rules of pedestrian
safety, as many accidents involve
€lderly pedestrians.

Also planned are bemer lighting
for busy roads, electronic toad
signs that will be easier to read,
the testing of a new material to
reduce skidding on roads and the
computerization of traffic tickets,
Levy said,

Goldschmidt noted that wraffic
accidents result not only in loss of
life, but also in economic losses.
Accidents cost the economy about
NIS 1.2 billion this year, he said.
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The Knesset’s Internet site was lauched y at a ceremony

attended by Prime Minister Biny

amin Netanyahe. Initiated

Likud MK Michael Eitan and developed by a team of computer professionals and Knesset staffers, the site allows Internet usess to

hear live action from the plenum, listen to recordings

of famous Knesset speeches, examine bills at various stages of the legisiative

process and send messages to MKs. Eitan said an effort would be made to get other government offices and databases on-line and

accessible to the public. Though the bulk of the information appears
presented in English, with more transiations planned. The site’s address is http:/www.knesset.gov.il

in Hebrew, a Knesset tour and background information are

{Text: Judy Siegel: Photo: Isaar Harari)

Arabs petition for right
to do national service

ARABS and Jewish men exempt from army
service should be able to volunteer for national

EVELYN

GORDON

service and get the atiendant fimancial benefits,

a petition io the High Court of Justice said yes-

terday.

The petition was filed by Vivian Khoury, a
Christian Arab, Marwat Marisat, 2 Bedouin
. woman, Eyal Danijel, a Jewish man exempt
from the army for health reasons. and the
Association for Civil Rights in Israel.

The petition stated that national service
gives participants a feeling of satisfaction and
of belonging to Isracli society. In addition,
participants are eligible for financial benefits,
.Such as larger mortgages and_scholarship ajd.
Finally,_people who have donpe. army qr
pational service are often given

grams,
About 18 months

turn this policy.

when applying for jobs or popular degree pro-

Absorbing Demobilized Soldiers decided,
vpon the recommendation of the Defense
Ministry, that there was no reason not to accept
either Arabs or Jews exempt from regular army
duty into national
Accordingly, a number of such people did
become national service volumteers. A few
months later, however, the National Insurance
Instituze — which is responsible_for approving
Jational, service programs -, decided 10 over-

The petition charged that not permitting
Arabs or Jews exempt from regular service to

volunteer for natonal service constitutes ille-

gal discrimination, especially given the finan-

cial implications of this refusal

ago, the Fund for

SEeIvice programs.

Linking financial benefits to army service —
when Arabs are not
criminatory, as it &
Jews get such benefits, the petition charged.
However, the discriminatory character of this
policy seems even more blatant when Arabs
are not even allowed'to voimmieer for pational
service, the petition said.

The rationale for the financial benefits has
always been that those who do army service
deserve compensation for those. years, dunng
which they are unable to work or study.

itted o serve — is dis-
ively ensures that only

Judge: Buying testimony
a ‘dangerous precedent’

RAINE MARCUS

THE question of “buying witness-
es” arose again yesterday in Tel
Aviv District Court, which heard a
petition filed by security company
owner David Spector.

Spector, who provides security
services for the daily Ha'gretz,
requested that the cowt declare
evidence bought by Ma"ariv pub-
lisher Ofer Nimrodi null and void.
Nimrodi, currently on trial in the
media wiretapping case. paid pri-
vate investigator Ze'ev Laufer
$600,000, to testify against
Ma'ariv's rival, Yediot Aharonot,
implicating the Iatter in commis-
sioning tapping. The money,
Spector wrote in his petition, was

paid withoat the full permission of
Ma’ ariv shareholders, of which he
is a minor omne.

“The privatization of wilmesses,
that is the purchasing of testi-
monies by private parties, is a
defect and is a dangerous prece-
dent.”™ Judge Sara Siroita said dur-
ing the four-hour hearing. “Next
we will hear of wimesses, who are
not criminals, biut who are scared
to testify for whatever reasonm,
being bought by individuals.”

But she also said that, contrary
to Spector’s speculations, there
was nothing criminal about the
payment given to Laufer by
Ma'ariv.

Concern over Kinneret’s
low water level

DAVID RUDGE

CONCERN is growing over the
low water level of the Kinneret,
given the lower-than-average
rainfall so far this winter.

The water level is only 1.41
meters above the minimum mark.
‘When it falls below this level,
experts say. there is a risk the
water quality will be irreparably
harmed. The lake is more than 52
centimeters helow the level it was
at this tirpe last year.

Mekorot officials said the short-
fall compared to the level of the
lake last year amounts to over
100 miilion cubic meters of water.

The water company iS continu-
ing to pump from the lake into the

National Water Carrier, but this
may have to be stopped if there is
no significant rainfall in the com-
ing weeks, the officials said.
The carrier ransports water
from the Kinneret to other parts of
the country, primarily for domes-
tic use, although some is still used
The dearth of rainfall so far this
winter has forced farmers to irmi-
gate fields and orchards more than
usual, placing a further drain on
water

resources.

A committee of hydrological

experts is 10 meet next month to

decide how to best manage the
nation’s water resouIces.

Bl At least 8 killed In
B factory explosion '
near Houston -

AN explosion blew & gaping hole
through the roof of a metai-fabri-
cating plant, killing at least eight
people and leaving ome worker
missing, a federal official said yes-

texday.
The blast happened late Sonday .

at the Gordon Forging
Co., which employs about 1,200
people northwest of Houston m
Harris County, fire and company
officials satd.

Bady parts were thrown as far as
100 meters outside the building,
which had a 12-by-15-meter hole
in its roof, said FErik Petocz, assis-
tant chicf of the Cypress-

Fairbanks Volunieer Fixe
Department. .
He said workers were searching

nearby fields for body parts and
debris.

Eight people were killed, two
others were hospitalized and one
was missing, said Roy Piggese,
assistant arez director for the
Occupational Safety and Health

JOAN THOMPSON
HOUSTON

1

cad was herson, Jody. 75
du[hadamanshowupﬂmb'd_b_ﬂl._f_
and say there was a Jittie probign -
at Wyman-Gordon, that there g’

yman ; oy
explosion, apd that Ay
b AT S TR
think my son was 3 htllepm‘b.

The blast occurred near § - J
30,000-ton press in the -piant;
which produces extruded- pipk: .
psed in power andchemml l
plants. . T

“The press is run under high'

P bty Mo 2
know what happened, said omiom
official Leslie Schrocter. *"The-
press wasn't in operaticn at the .
time of the explosion. A_ma_m—
pancs crew was wo S
Schroeter, special representative
with the International Association .
of Machinists and Aerospate
Workers, said the plant bad noe-
had any fatal accidents before,
“They take care of their safety
problems real well,” he said. (AF) |

FROM the moment it was found
bobbing amid debrds in the
Atlantic untit it was recently
removed from an FBI wvault In
Calverton, NY, a diamond ring has
remained an elnsive token of love
for a woman who lost everything
one night in Joly.

But yesterday, just two days
before Christmas and 159 days
after the TWA Flight 800 crash
that clatmed ker fiance’s life, Julie
Stuart will Gnally get 10 wear the
engagement ring Andrew Krukar
intended to slip on her finger last
SUmmer.

FBl Assistant Diector Yames

yester:
day afternoon and hand over the
1.6-karat diamond. Stumart, of
Bridgewater, Comnecticut, said
week to let her know that the ring
would be released.
It's taken a long time. And at
this _point, it’s 'more bitter than
sweet,” said Stuart, a 31-year-old
hunnali reSoiirces manager who
met Xrukar more than a year ago
at the Comnecticut company where
they worked. “But the ring, it's
what I have left of him.”
Uniil now, the diamond has been

" Diamond ring makes its way -
to fiancee of Flight 800 victim

LAUREN TERRAZZANO
NEW YORK

known only as Item 26 at the
Calverton hangar that has become

sit and valuable personal cffects
remain’in a vaolt, waiting to be
retrned to families.

The antique-style dimmond, sor-
rounded by two smaller stones and
gold filigree, 'was in ils original
maroon silk box when it was
piucked by divers from the
Atlantic Ocean on July 18. The
couple had picked it owt topether
at a West Hartford, Connecticut
jewelry store.

Aulhh-ymiﬁessaidﬂmeymuldnot
release the ring until they were
sire of its ownership. It was con-
sidered an “‘unassociated item,”
meaning that it was recovered
withoot any identification linking
it to a parti passenger among
the 230 people on board, all of
whom were killed.

.-Bmt the fact that it was even
found makes Stuart believe that it
was a final from Krukar,
who had planned to meet her in
Paris July 19 and make their

engagement official by presenting
the diamond to her. T
Weeks after the disasier, she-.
assumed that the ting was lost fog- i
ever in the Atlantic. But whes a-
friend in France sent her a copy of -
the August 1 issue of Paris March,
which fearured some of the fiems-
recovered from the wreckage, she

spotted it. c- e -
“J thought, *My God, it’s the ring."
My heart skipped,” said Stuart. “For -

a moment [ was hopefisl.™

For Stuart and Krukar's family,
who wanted her lod:avc the
engagement ring, nEws
marked the end of a long ordeal.

The couple planned o mamy.
July 12 in Bridgewater. Now,
Stuart’s goal is to simply get
through the holidays. c

She says having the ring on ber
finger will make ber feel closer 10
the man who, last year at this thme,
:;a; ::{ng ha:l:xer sweaters, bubble

champagne glasses.

“They say you don't cry as much
as time goes on and that yoo start
to heal, but it’s 2 long process,”
said Stmart. o

“It was his final wish, the oli-
mate symbol of our love,” she
said. “And when I get it, I'm pot
going to take it off.”  Newsday

Margret Rey, co-creator of
Curious George, dies at 90

have not yet received them:

to all who:

application form, and send it to

of the underground organizations, the Hagana,
from-Europe organizations, volunteers in the Mandate-period police and guarding
and Mahal, to the fact that we are continuing 10 award the tibbons and decorations noted befow, to eligible persons who

Everyone who considers himseif eligible for,

In writing, sent to the Decorations Unit, Ministry of
state the activities, In respect of which the ribbon

STATE OF ISRAEL
Decorations Unit

Award of Ribbons and Decorations to former Members of Underground
Organizations, the Hagana, Etzel, Lehi, and other Groups

In this period before the 50ch anniversary of the founding of the State, we wish 1o draw the attzation of former members
EmethL?eq:lewhpwmncﬁ_veinthcﬂlzgal-ﬁnmigmﬁmandmpe-

Hagana Ribbon and State of Israel Fighter's Decoration
19 everyone who was a member of the Hagana for af Ieest six months, in the period between 1920 and the establishment of the State.

Etzel Ribbon and State of Israel Fighter's Decoration
to everyens who was 2 member of Etzel for at least six mouths, in the period between 1937 and the establishrent of the State.

Lehi Ribbon and State of Israel Fighter's Decoration
10 everyone who was a member of Lehi for at least six months, in the period between 1940 and the establishment of the Stats.
Hamishmar Ribbon and State of Israe] Fighter's Decoration

10 all citizens and permanent residents who, before the founding of the State, performed full-time service of at least six
months, in the Mandate police or gnards service.

State of Israel Fighter's Award

;. were active In the ilegal immigration or escape-from-
- were recruited abroad for service i the Isracl Defense Forces, throagh Gahal, or the Mah funteer organizati
between Febuary 1, 1948 and March 10, 1949. b v -

Prisoner of the Mandate Aunthorities Decoration
{0 persons who were dem?ned or imprisoned by the British anthorities, becanse of activities with or membership of one
of the underground organizations or military or quasi-military organizations which took part in the struggle against the
British authorities in Eretz Yisracl, in the period preceding the establishment of the State. The docoration will be awarded
to all who were imprisoned for more than six months.

Eligibility for Ribbons and Decorations
For a person who has died, an application to determine eligibility may be submitted by his/her nearest next of kin, in
the following order: widower, widow, son, daughter, father, mother, brother, sister, grandson, granddaughter.
and wishes to receive one of the abave ribbons/decorations may £l in an

The Decorations Unit, Ministry of Defense, Hakirya,
The forms may be obtained from the Decorations Unit, 22 Rehov Ha'arba'a, Tel Aviv, where recepti
10am. - 12noononMonchys,and2-4p.m.on%@esdays.'l‘hefonnswillalsobcscntbymaﬂ,mmceip:ofamquﬁt
[ Defense, Hakirya 61909, o by phone (03-6975671). When applying,
is requesied, and the identity card number of the applicant.

Eimope organizations, for a period of at Jeast six months

organizations, and members of Gahal

Tel Aviv 61909
ion hours are

he/she -

forces of the Allies.

should be sent to:

the applicant.

¥ 20§
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE
Decorations Unit

NAZ| FIGHTER'S RIBBON

We are continuing to award the Nazi Fighter's Ribbon to
eligible persons who have not yet received it. The ribbon
wili be awarded to every Israsli citizen or permanent
resident who can demonstrate that, during World War 1l

a. Took part in the fight against the Nazis and the Axs.
powers, in the underground, in the ghettoes, or with
the panisans, in an organized revolt, or in the armed

b. Volunteered in Eretz Yisrael to serve in the British
forces, even if the person concemed has already
received the Volunteer's Ribbon for this service,

A person who is eligible to receive the Nazi Fighter's
Ribbon is also eligible for the State of Israel Fighter's
Award {if he has naot already received it) and for which he
may submit an appropriate deciaration,

An application to establish the right to the ribbon may
also be submitted on behalf of a person who has died, by
the nearest next-of-kin, namely a widower, widow, son,
daughter, father, mother, brother or sister, in that order.

Anyone who considers himseif eligible, and wishes to
recsive the ribbon should il in an application form, which

The Decorations Unit, Ministry of Defense, Hakirya, Tel Aviv 61909
The forms are obtainable from the Decorations Unit,

22 Rehov Ha'arba'a, Tel Aviv, which is open on Mondays
10am.-12 noon.andonWednasdays,2-4p.m. '
The forms can &also be obtained by post, by writing 1o
Decorations Unit, Ministry of Defense, Halgrya, Mgtothe
Tel Aviv 61508, Tel, 03-69_ 7 5871,

In the submission, you should mentior for what service
the ribbon is requested, and the identity card number of

De-1ipooy

Paris in the 1930s. The couple
map!;d on bicycles with the
unsold manuscript in 1940 before
the German occupation.
_After Houghton Mifflin pub-
lished “Curious George™ in 1941,
the Reys wrote six more books
g}:rpgg years, all abm]xl: the trou-
ne monkey whe wreaks
havoc and has 0 be rescued or for-
Blm“"en—g(ﬁfﬂesﬂleday.
l;:gklilusu_uedme&n-iom(ieorge
the stoties, Rey
After escaping Paris, the coupl
mwaﬂymdeﬁeﬁ-waymNe:r
Almost as soon as i
the Reys sold “Cmt;':iesyg;@
to Houghton Mifflin. “He became
very much a figure of his own,”
shesaadmminl:rview“rim'rhe
Associated Press in April. “He

knew what he could do and -_

couldn’t do. He became a per-
son.”

The series has sold more than
20 million copies in 12 languages,
An anthology released last year,
“Th_e Complete Advenrores of
Curious George,” is in ifs second
P She sid they had

53 .
sons for inventing Geozggmw Fea

“We did it becanse we needed -

mgggy." she said, .
s a good book,” she added. .
“We never thought of children, we .

_ did it only to please ourselves,
happy

coincidence, the children
had the same kind i i -
Py of imagina-

In addition to the iginal
Curious George bos:;;n M:
Rey created 28 other Curigus

e adventures wi
Shalleck. with Al I
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UN decides
not to send
military force
for Zaire

UNITED NATIONS (AP} - The

United Nations will not send a-

E'ﬂ“ﬂry f?e?ﬁ 10 Zajre to help
wandan gees, the Securi
Council decided yesterday. i
The council’s decision was
largely a formality, as participat-
Ing countries had already agresd
there was no looger a need for a

multinational force to help
pefugecs remming from eastern

“In light of the new situatics in
the region, the functions of the
ml-llhn;l:ional force will come to
an end,” said Secority Council
President Francesco Paolo Fulei
of Ttaly.

About 940,000 of the estimated |

1.2 million refugees who fled
Rwanda in 1994 ing the
massacre of at least 500,000
Tutsis have returned m the last
two months, from Zaire and
Tanzania.

UN refugee agency officials
said between 20,000 and 30,000
a day were expected 1o arrive
from Tanzania until the end of
the year.

In opting against the military
mission, the council followed
the . recommendarions of
Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali, who submirted a
report to the commci! late last
week.

In the report, Boutros-Ghali
nevertheless called for continued
attention to the humanitarian
needs in Rwanda.

“The humanitarian crisis created
by the various conflicts is itsel{ far
from being resolved,” he said.
“Urgent attention maust  now be
devoted 1o the social, economic
and politigal integration of these

refurnees.

Generally, he noted, the refogees
have been well-reated, but “mter-
nal conflicts persis..”

The government is holding more
than 86,000 pecple in overcrowd-
ed jails, most without legal arrest
orders. The first thals of genocide

:suspects are scheduled to begin

December 30.

Folei said it may be time for a
peace conference between the
warring parties from the
Rwandan conflict, which was
touched off when Hums began
their orchestrated massacre,
mainly of Tutsis.

The United Nations is also con-
sidering a permanent envoy for the
region. Tl

Canada was leading . the
humanitarian mission, which
included about a dozen countries.
Lt.-Gen. Maurice Baril, com-
mander of the international relief
force, said earlier this month the
situadon in castern Zaive “has
changed on the ground” so much
that there was little need for the
relief operation.

Hold the
Big Mac!
McDonald’s
cooks up
new menu

OAK BROOK, Illinois (AP) —
With its own research showing
its burgers aren’t as tasty as the
competition, McDopald's is
making some changes.

The Wall Smeet Jowrnal
reported  yesterday  that
McDonald's is ordering modi-
ot and v sance
in ketchup i sauce
for the Big Mac — after finding
jts bargers rated behind
Wendys and Burger King.

Other changes include mak-
ing sure burgers aren’t over-
cooked and doing away with
the practice of placing lettnce
and tomato in the microwave
along with Arch Deluxes. In
the future, the garniches will
be added after heating.

The newspaper said the
chan were ou mna
mm%esearliu this month to
franchises, and they come as
management secks to boost
sales at US  stores.
McDonald’s doesn’t release
figures, bur snalysts say they
have been flat or lower for
most of the year. i}

The memo's author, chief
opcmting cer .rhom’s
Glasgow Jr., noted the compa-
ny listened to franchisees” con-
cemns about the food.

“Now we want (o mu_'ve —
FAST," he wrote, according to
the Journal. |

McDonald’s will forego tra-
disionally lengthy testmg I

as [many cus-

said .

Company officials weren’t
immediately available for
comment yesterday. The
Journal said a
declined to comment on the
change, other than to say the
company always evalnates
menu and cooking proce-
dures.

Peruvian terrorists keep 140 hostages

LIMA (Reater) — Ignoring pleas
from aromd the world, deea'am
Marxist' xebels vowed 10 keep
more thap 140 hostages "at the
Japanese ambassador’s residence
over Christmas unless Pera’s gov-
emment meets their demamds.
The beavily armed Tupac Amaru
Revolutionary Movement
(MRTA) guerrillas set free most of
their captives Sunday night in 2m
emotional 225-person mass exit

that included all the US, British

and German prisoness.

But the rebels said in a statement
mdmm!;il:ewcog:;hthauhey
would ot release high-ranking
Peraviam t officials or

dence incinde top local managers
of big Japanese compenies and the
bost of the illfated diplomatic
reception stormed by the rebels

last Tuesday, Ambassador
Morihisa Aoki .
Reflecting the grief felt in Japan,

Emperor Akihito capcelled all

As families of the released
bostages cezlebrated in Lima,
President Bill Clinton caBled for
the immediate release of those stili

Hinori
has so farrefused all of the MRTA's
demands and has cut off water and

S

released 225 hostages but still held 140.

“It is extremely im thet
water 8 restored,” released
hostage Victor Lucero, a physi-
cizn, told local television. “Water
is indispensable. Without it, the
situation is very dangerous.” He
said captives had developed at
least eight cases of conjunctivitis

because of the foul conditions,
The MRTA statement also
warned the govermment that “if
Mr. Fujimori decides on a military
solution he will always find a
Amaru member vigilant.”
Police, who have prepared com-
mandos to storm the residence as a2

Japapese hostages leave their ambassador’s residence in Lima late Sunday night after their release by Tupac Amaru rebels. The

last resort if talks fail, say the
guerrillas inciude four sharpshoot-
ers at strategic windows ammed
with rifles with night-vision tele-
scopic sights.

i ing the rebel threat, a
red-and-white Peruviam flag, dec-
orated with a gon, 2 hammer, and

(Reuters)

the head of Tupac Amaru — an
Indian leader who led a 18th cen-
try uprising against Spanish con-
querors before being captured and
torn limb from limb by horses —
hung provocatively from a resi-
dence window yesterday.
About 900 policemen surround-

ed the residence yesterday, the
same number who have kept guand
throughout the crisis.

Led by former textile factory
worker tumed revolutionary
Nestor Cerpa Cartolini, the mostly
young, muscular rebels stormed
from jungle obscurity onto the
world’s front pages with their sur-
prise assault last Tuesday night.

Although police describe Cerpa
as a “vicious terrotist™ with a long
history of bloody aitacks, the
rebels appear to have treated their
captives well and tried to present
an image of concemed social cru-
saders thar belies their violent tac-
tics. They said they had released
most of their captives for humani-
tarian reasons before Christmas.

In mmuoltwons scenes late
Sunday, the released men filed out
to the cheers and applause of more
than a thousand waiting relatives,
joumalists and officials. L.ooking
tired bat elated 1o be out after five
days of captivity, the men waved
fo cameras and made victory signs
before being whisked away in five
busestoa police hospital for rou-
tine medical checks. .

Those releaged included the
ambassadors of Bolivia,
Guatemala, Honduras, Panama,
Venezuela and Cuba, as well as
diplomats from Bolivia, the
European Unicn, the TUnited
Nations, Britain, Spain, Germany
and seven US officials,

“Daddy, Daddy,” shouted one
young Asian girl perched on a
men’s shoulder as she fmally recog-~
nized her father in one of the buses.
Others wept or cried out in joy.

Fujimori, himself the son of
Japanese immigrants, greeted the
freed ceptives but left without a
word to reporters. His brother,
Pedro Fujimovi, was still bemg
held bostage.

Yeltsin returns to
Kremlin after six
months_ on the sidelines

MOSCOW (AP) - Russian
President Boris Yeltsin emerged
from his black stretch Mercedes,
adjusted his fur hat and with a

back 1o the Kremlin yesterday.
Six months after heart troubl
largely put him out of action,
Yeltsin returned to -his office
dechring-his eagemess 1o take on
Russia"s * worsening economit

Noticeably slimmer, Yeltsin
seemed more alert and his breath-
ing less labored than before quin-
tople bypass surgery on November
5 that repaired his heart.

While Yelisin has remained in

only rare public appearances.
Doctors say the 635-year-old
president is making a full recovery
and shonld be able to maintain a
nommal work schedule.
One of his first actions yesterday
was to meet with his chief of staff,

Anatoly Chubais, and other presi-
dential aides.

Yeltsin told them he was satis-
fied with his gdmil;ni.issu-ation's
performance during absence
but that they now have a lot of
work ahead of them, his
spokesman Sergei Yastrzhembsky
said

‘jmpatient with convalescence, and

"with the’ government’s faikre to

resolve a growing economic and
social crisis, Millions of workers
go vnpaid for months as the econ-
omy contimues to shrink 2nd taxes
go uncollecied.

“There's na’ timpe to waste,”
Yelisin said in & television address
Friday.

Communist Party leader
Gemady Zyuganov wasted no
time in attacking his arch-foe,
telling 2 news conference that
Yeltsin was still unfit to rale.

“Even when he was healthy and
sober he counldn’t come up with an
answer to any of the issues facing
Russia,” said Zyuganov, whom

. Yeltsin defeated in the presidential

race.

Yehsin spoke by telepbone with
Britishk Prime Minister John
that Major
should visit Moscow but did not
set a date,

Tensions rise in Belgrade as
police arrive ahead of rival rallies

FEARS of clashes grew yesterday as Slobodan
Milosevic called for 2 boge rally in his support on
opposition groups have

the same square where

JULIJANA MOJSILOVIC

his antocratic mie for the past month.

Foes of the Sexbian president warned it could

provoke a civil war.

Hundreds of riot police were bused to the
capital a day before the planned pro-Milosevic

About 80,000 pro-democracy supporters
defied heavy rains 1o demonstrate in Belgrade
for the 34th straight day in protests that have
marked the biggest challenge to Milosevic
since he came to power nine years ago.

Their leaders vowed to continue the marches,
but warned Milosevic might nse his forces to
instigate violence that could prompt a crack-
downjustwhcn?oﬂdamﬁonisfocmedm

the Christnas

holidays.
“Tomorrow, Milosevic will have a chance to
show if he means well for bis country and peo-
ple,” said Zoran Djmdjic a leader of the opposi-

have been peacefu). .

time and place.

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia

tion coalition Zajedno, or Together. To provoke
clashes wounld be “sheer madness,” he said.

A conflict between pro- and anti-Milosevic
protesters would give Serbia’s president an
excuse 1o ban all demonstrations and use force
against his opponents whose protests so

-Zajedno-charged in-a-stateraent that Milosevic
would ty to provoke clashes by disgmising
policemen as his civilian supporters, who would
2 h " 3

The state-nmn Tanjug news agency, announc-
ing the pro-Milosevic rally in Belgrade, said all
those who are “for peace, freedom, Exlependent
Serbiz and against terrorism and foreign rule™
should come to a central square at 3 p.m. today.
Opposition protests take place at the same

Several smail pro-Milosevic sallies were held
in Secrbia yesterday, including one in the

volatile Kosovo province where Milosevic rose
to power in 1987. About 1,000 Serbs in this
overwhelmingly ethnic Albanian province

accused the opposition leaders of selling out

the region to the Alhanians,

In Kraljevo, a central Serbian town, a cordon
of police prevented pro- and anti-Milosevic
groups from attacking each other. They traded
msults and jeers, however.

Over 50,000 opposition supporters gathered

- in the . second-largest..town of Nis. In

Pozarevac, ‘Milosevic's -hometown, police for
the first time prevented an opposition: protest
march, but there were no incidents.

Independent Belgrade newspapets said yes-
terday that Milosevic planned to up to
400,000 s from outside Belgrade to

the rally. On average, 100,000 Belgraders have
taken part in the daily anti-Milosevic protests.

About 600 riot police were bnsed into
Belgrade yesterday and deployed on the out-

skirts of the capital where a huge force, includ-

ing armored anti-riot vehicles, has been sta-
tioned since the opposition protests started.

Car bomb in Algiers kalls three, wounds 70

ALGIERS (AP) — A powerful car
bomb exploded near one of the
capital’s biggest cafes at
junchtime yesterday killing at
least three people and wounding
70, authorities said.

The bomb exploded at 12:45
pan. (11:45 GMT) near the popu-
lar Milk Bar cafe, when the side-

walks and streets were filled with
lmch—hmruaﬁc.'lhgbla_stisg
damaged a neacby pizzeria
shartered windows i nearby
buildings.

The explosion was felt throupgh-
out central Algiers, and security
forces quickly cordoned off the
neighborhicod near the city’s port.

A government statement said the
attack killed three people and
wounded 70. A hospital source
said the bomb had killed several
people. The source could not give
a precise death tolL

There was no immediate claim
of responsibility for the blast
Islamic msurgents have waged a

3%-year war against the military-
backed government that has left
more than §0,000 people dead.

On Saturday, a bomb exploded
at a high school mear Algiers
where many girls have refnsed to
wear the traditional Moslem head
scarf. One student was killed and
another wommded.

israel electric b han

The Israel Electric Corporation
wishes to purchase
the following goods:

for Electrical Instaliations
st Ramat Hovav Power Station - Units 3 & 4
Stage A - Submission of
technical/commercial details, without prices

TENDER DESCRIPTION COST OF TENDER DOCUMENTS,
inc. vat (non-returmnable) |
Miscellaneous Electrical Material Nis 351

[ Last date for submitting proposals: February 2, 1997, at 11 am. |

Bushar and Breaker Fallure
Protaction for Subsiations

Stage A~ Submission of technical/commercial
details, without prices

Last date for submitting proposals: February 17, 1997, at 1 p.m.|

demonstrating
address (Tel. 04-8615455/4).

statad above.

The tender documents may be obtained, Sunday - Thursday, at the Market Research and Tenders
Dept., 11 Sderot Pal-Yam, Haifa, between 9 a.m. and 12 noon, on submission of a receipt,

ing payment (non-returnable) of the cost of the-documents, into the Corporation's
account at the Postal Bank. Payment slips for making such payments are obtainable at the above

Before-purchasing the tender documents, they may be perused on Sunday - Thursday,
g a.m. - 12 noon, at the offices of the Market Research and Tenders Dept. at the above address.

Bids should be submitted in a sealed envelope, and be placed in Tenders Box. No. 1, in room 701,
7th floor, in the Pal-Yam bullding, Haife (address as above} by the last date for submitting bids, as

No undertaking is given to accept the lowest or any bid.
NOTE. in appropriate cases, the Eleciric Corporation will give preference to suppliers,in_

accordanezp with the Tenders Regulations (Preference for Locally Produced Goods, and Obligation
to Extend Commercial Cooperation). ]
"The Electric Corporation retains the right to negotiate, where this is legally permissible.

ailesifa

israel electric 72w h1an

TENDERS

The Israel Electric Corporation
wishes to purchase the following
goods/services:

N

DESCRIPTION

Cost of tender
documents, inc, VAT
{non-retumable}

will be &s agreed.

1. The bidder must

Supply of Polyester Cabinets
Stage A - Submission of technical/commercial detalls. without prices
The period of the contract is two years; the obligations and rights entailed

Options:

The Israsl Electric Corporation will have the option of extending the: n
for ono year, on the same terms, at the Corporation’s discration. This option
may be exencised, at any time in the conract period.
5 Conditions:

one complete cabinet, of every typa he offers.
2. Bidders must have an 150 8002 certificate.

3. Al data fisted in the specification must be providad.

NiS1989

the contract

Last dale for submitting proposals:

Jenuary 26, 1997, at 11 a.m. J

580600

Feet and Stablflizing Crosses for Steel Poles

Last date tor submlttl-;g proposals:

February 2, 1997, at 11 am.

CONDITIONS APPLYING TO THE SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS (in adition 10 those stated abxve}: ] )
a. Aguarentes of 5% ot the bid total, ln the form of a private check, should be attached to hid - ot for tanders requesting technical informtion

only

No undsrteking s given to accept the [owest or any bid.

b. Parficipation In 2 tender i aiao subject 1o respecting the preliminary
by ith mandalory spect

: the Elaciric wil
NGTE: In appropriate caies, Corporation will ghve preference

for Locally Produced Goods, and Obligation to
The Blectric Comomation relaing the riaht & ne

Extend

ootizia, where this is ,__.

o suppliers, in accordance with the Tenders Regulations (Preference

41083
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down,

prices all go op.

one kind or another.

government pricrities.

REIGN Minister David Levy may
Fr?:ceive a hero's welcome in Beit She’an
following his victories in the Knesset
Finance Committee on Sunday. But if his sup-
porters ever realize what he has done to them,
they may ron him out of town.

The changes the so-called “social lobby”
made to the government’s budget make it
worse for the weaker classes of society, not bet-
ter. Instead of reducing child allowances for
middle- and upper-income families, the com-
mitiee raised taxes — from 15 percent to 20 per-
cent — on people making as little as NIS 1,640
to NIS 3,280 per month. Indeed, taxes were
raised across the board by eliminating indexing
for all of 1997 and, starting in 1998, adjusting
tax rates for inflation onfy once a year instead
of three times. The tax on gasoline, which is a
regressive one like all sales taxes, will also go

up.

l:)m: might think, judging from the behavior of
the “social lobby”, that the government wanted
to cut the budget because it enjoys hurting peo-
ple. In fact, it is not clear that even the cuts
will be encugh to spur economic
growth, corb the trade deficit, and keep inflation

In the campaign leading up to the victory of
Ronald Reagan over president Jimmy Carter in
1980, the term “misery index™ was coined. The
misery index was measured by adding the
unemployment and inflation rates. _

The direct result of the failure to cut the bod-
get sufficiently will be a rise in Israel’s misery
index. The people who are made most miserable

, by a high misery index are the very peopie the
“social Jobby™ claims to champion.

So the good people of Beit She’an, like the

rest of us, could see taxes, unemployment and

Prime Minister Binyamin Nefanyahu claims
that he has stood by his word not to raise taxes.
This is a statement that needs a fair amount of
explanatiop to be understood. The Finance
Ministry estimates that, the, changes, in tax
indexatien-alone will netaboiit NIS-850 million.
In fact, out of the almost NIS 7 billion in budget
“cuts”, NIS 2 to 3 billion will be in tax hikes of .,

It’s a far cry from the Thatcherite revolution
that Netanyahu claims to be launching. The
budget emerging from the Knesset Finance
Committee conld have been prepared by David
Levy. Even before it became so bent out of
shape as to be hardly recognizable, the budget
did not represent any fundamental reordering of

This is not a reform budget, but a moddie-

towards-preventing-disaster budgez. If the gov-
emment could not stand up to the “social lobby™
and the industrialists (who blocked a cut in
investment grants) over this budget, it is hard to
see how it will have the political gumption to
really transform the economy.
. The fights ahead, over privatization and real
structural budget cuts, are not for the faintheart-
ed. The debate over what is really best for poor
and middle class Israelis, shrinking government
or making it more bloated, cannot be avoided.
Finance Minister Dan Meridor said in an
interview published yesterday in Ha'aretz that
he is “the chairman of the social lobby. I make
sure that the weak will not be hurt. 1 just do it
the correct way from an economic standpoint.”
Meridor is right, but the true test of the govem-
ment's “chairmanship™ is not only being right
but standmyg up to David Levy. Why should the
government let Levy get away with the claim
that ke, not they, is doing what is best for the

weaker sectors?

popular support.

Either the budget is socially responsible or it
is not. If it is, the government shonld take its
case directly to the development towns and
debate who realiy is fighting for the interests of
the lower and middle classes.

The government needs to get on the road and
bring its cage to the people. Last-minnte speech-
es on television, such as Netanyaha and
Meridor’s joint appearance before the first
Knesset vote, are a step in the right direction,
bat are not nearly enough.

Israel is rightly prood of the vigor of its demo-
cratic processes, but when it comes to the rela-
tionship between the government and the peo-
ple, attitades tend to be decidedly paternalistic,
This can and should change.

The economic debate cannot remain within
the walls of the Knesset, while the rest of the
country degls with the results.

Netanyahu is sometimes accnsed of bringing
an American style of politics to Israel. This may
pot be welcome when it comes 1o shaliow, poi-
ished media campaigns. But Israel ¢ould benefit -~
from an American-style impulse.to build poli- . -
cies not just on political power bat “grassroots™

Democratizing the economic debate is neces-
sary to achieve economic reform in Isrecl; it is
also a worthy goal in its own right At first it
might not be considered “normal” for govern-
ment ministers to fan out across the country to
bring their case to the people. Frmdamental
change of the sort the government is trying 1w
accomplish demands, however, a willingness to
depart from politics as usual.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR I

ENTRENCHED
WEAKER CLASSES

Sir, - In his article of December
13, Yosef Goell grilis the newly
elecied prime minister for not
being Robin Hood. The big ques-
tion is: “Do we need another
one?™

For decades onr comniry was
“privileged” 1o have successive
Robin Hood governments bravely
robbing the rich, giving the pro-
ceeds to the poor, and, in the
process, not forgetting themselves,
relatives and friends. The East
European socielists introduced the
young naticn to a maddening mix-
tve of Bolshevism, Peronism, and
Zionism. At least we can say that
the “Zionist” part worked — that is,
we are still here.

The continuous care of the
“weaker classes™ of our society in
effect stimulated the development
of such “weaker classes.” The next
logical step became a
“Brooklynization™ of Israeli soci-
ety where children of the fast-
growing “weaker class” parents
inherit, like nobility, the “gimme™
mentelity. .

The “Robin Hood” taxation
policies continue to drive Israeli
manufacturing enterprises either
toward bankyuptey or to the manu-
facturing-friendly Far East, and
Isracli finance to the offshore tax
havens. Can society remain
bealthy while haif of its inembers
enjoy their tenure by nonstop talk-
ing and drinking coffee, while the
oiher half is working hard trying
to sell to one another life insur-
ance policies?

" If the unholy Gesher-Labor-’

Meretz-Hadash-Shas  alliance
busts the budget, would not this
result in a furtber proliferation of
the “weaker classes™? Should not
the attempt be made 1o break this
\l:i;i]otgs cycls by ;‘__nu'oducing a
y portion of Reaganism-
Thatcherism? And will the well-
meaning prime  minister"s
attempt be sqoashed by a bull-
dozer of the entrenched mentatity
- “it is not what I can do for my
country, it is what my country

can do for me.”
BORIS VOLFSON

'Haifa,

HUMAN DIGNITY

Sir, - I am disgasted by a road-
side billboards located all over
Istael, which featire a Native
American wearing a headdress
and en extemely large Visa cand
covering half of his face. This is a
truty awfil display of insensitivity
at the least. I am surprised at how
the billboards could have been

15 milfion
Americans have died from war or
introduced disease over the past
few hundred years, on top of the
fact that the ways of life of all the
Native pations have themselves
been all bag exased from the conti-
nent on which they once thrived.
By and large, this gepocide has
taken place because they have
been perceived as obstacles to
European, American and
C_anad.ia.n economic conguest.
Rights to sacred places are still
being taken away by the American
and Canadien governments in
order for jogging and mining
interests to increase profits.

The grim expression on the face
of the Native American, hidden
behind the unmistakable symbol
of wealth, is eerily ironic. Visa has
at its disposal, but it appears clear
that lessons of human dignity and
respect still need to be leamed by
modem agents of economic power

and prestige.
KEVIN AARON
Kibbutz Kenra.

Native

IMPORTANT DATE

Independence

ruination of the Ziotist undettaking.
Espetially the Post, which is

read by new immigrants, diplo-

mais and foreigners all over the

world, should pay more attention
to our history.
FRED SIMONS
Ra'apana.

AMERICAN FUTURE
FOREIGN POLICY

Sir, — Bary Rubin’s apalysis of
American future
vis-3-vis the “peace process
(November 15) is solid. but lack-
ing on two comnts: (1) intervention
by the Clinton Administration into
the Isracli efection was blatznt and
quite open in its support for Labor
and Peres (It was trumpeted in the
American Jewish commumity by
supporters of Labor); and (2) the
Clinton Administration will be
becanse of the Al Gore factor (2

i ident who hopes to inher-

l:mayqvenemageﬁmaﬂ:ird'

factor will come into play -
Clinton’s shift w© the “center”
meacs a reurn to the pro-Israel ori-
entation of the Democratic
Leadership Coancil (Al Gore'’s
tacorings as well as that of the neo-
conservative Democrats). 1 think
Barry Rubin’s contrary prospects
wonid only have had shori-term
possibilities if Clinton had chosena
liberal-left secretary of state (a
1960s product curreatly present in
his admimerration in ot .
éizsmbut clnaralzda: odds with Al

’s needs and expactations).
BERNARD SCHECHTERMAN,
Professor,
Internationo] Relations,
Foreign Policy and Middle East

: ATt

University of Miami
Coral Gables, Florida.,

HUMAN SENSITIVITY
Sir, — In contrast to mawy other
reporters, Sarah Honig has dooe a
consistently outstanding .job of
reporting on political events in an
objective manner. Now, in her
opinicn article conmcemning the
of the world media and

the diplomatic to the murder
of a mother and ber child by Arab
terrorists (December 13), she has
put into wonds the feelings of
many Israelis. She is to be compli-
mented for her ability to mainiain
the proper balance between a
reporter’s professional objectivity

and human s A
JAY SHAPIRQ
Ginot Shomron.

Christians, J ews and Israel

NLIKE in other parts of
the world, one barely,
feels Christmas in Israel
The only way we feel the onrush
of the Christmas season is by the
Christian touzists who flood the
country at this time of year.
They visit here “come hell or
high water”; that is, “come Scud
missiles or suicide bombings.” If
only that were the case with
Jews! Ah, but it is the case... with
Orthodox Jews. It scems chat
there is a direct cormrelation
between the intense theological
belief n Israel that Orthodox
Jews hold and the devout spiritu-
al artachments to- Israel that
many Christians have. -
During the Gulf war, American
Jews bailed out en masse. From
New England alone, .some 25
non-Orthodox Jewish tour
groups to Isreel canceled their
trips here. Not one Christian
group canceled its visit Yeshiva
University filled a chartered
plane with 450 of its students to
come here to identify with Israel.

see it most dramatically’in that:
community’s legitimate protest
to any changes ix the Law of
Retarn that would affect the sta-
tus of non-Orthodox conversions
o ,
ut their opposition to suc
changes scems to be reflected
only in verbal posturing. When it
comes 1o grass-roots work in
Isracl, the majority of the
American Jewish community
which raises the bammer of rek-
gions freedom is dwarfed by the
commitment, in both financial
and buman terms, of its
Orthodoxm e;mlé’mmu.

DAVID FORMAN

help Russian immiigrants, many
whose Judaism is in doubt. They
raise $40 million 1o buy up lands
in the territories, thos furthexring
their 3 ideological “interests in

" By .comparison, non-Orthodox

While the refigious
right in Israel enjoys
support from its -
counterparts in
America, we liberal
folks are left
on our-own

religiovs mavements, human
rights groups, peace organiza-
tions in Israel — all of whom
refiect the ideological views of
the majority of American Jews —

i %wﬁ;*-%‘%é‘w%
i

OrthodoX-Aieritan J
omity about I_smel's_%m

economic justice lose credibility

when meaningful support is lack-

mg-ut.ﬁnancml' aid is no more
important in the overall impact
npon Israeli society than is the

human contribution. This humsan -

factor relates to two areas; aliya
and tourism. There is virtually no
aliya from the United States.
‘What little there is.comes from
the Orthodox community, which
dwarfs the pon-Orthodox
Diaspora Jewish community in
relative and. absolute terms.

(After all, Orthodox Jews make

" up only 18% of the American

Jewish community.) In terms of
tourism: one mdication of irou-
ble brewing in the Middle East.
and non-Orthodox American
Jews tun for cover. .

One .can only conclude that
there is a directhrelationshlp
between genuine religions fervor
and the ideological role that
Israel plays in the minds of those
who possess such 2 powerful

The sccular Jewish community
- Io : will m’!‘ichuunonm
theological . ion is
whether it bolds any historical
and/or sentimental attachments

Jews in America, ope would
expect that their authenticity as
self-defined ' religions Jews
would stemn from the theological
role that .Israel plays in their
But this does not seem to be the
cdse. While the religious right in
Israsl.boﬂ:(‘,lmsuanm and Jewish,
enjoys Support its counter-
pats in Amegica, we Jiberal folks .
are:left on our owm v L, - .-
“So.we will just have to.adjast
1o a new reality: that even with a
threat of a remewed intifada,
and possible war with Syria, this

long winter bolidays in America
will still bring ot American
Orthodox Jews. These two seg-
ments of the American commu-
nity -may be the only tme
Diaspon_nbelieversinlsmel.- .

' The writer is a free-lance

foreign policy -

‘Judaizing Jerusalem’

é HE Israelis are trying to
Judajze Arab [East
Jerusalem.” All friends

of Isracl, of whatever faith,

whatever thoughts about achiev-
ing Israeli-Palestinian peace,
should prasp what meanings hie

They have been used in public
often, but until recently only by
Arabs for whom control of
Jerusalem is a goal never to be
abandoned and hatred of Jews
never forgotien.

Now it pops up in the Western
press as a dangerous reality. The
Dec. 23 issue of Newsweek, in its
"news” columns, says as 3 matter
of regrettable fact that religions
Jews are “part of an effort w
Judaize Arab East Jerusalem.™

segment on Jerosalem. '
The thrust is plain: Any plans
of Joews to live in any part of
Jerosalem to which Palestiniane
lay particular -claim at the
moment is wrong and will
destroy the chances for peace.
The attitude behind the
"Judaization™ charge is of utmost
importance to those who wish
Israel to live free and proud.
The right to live anywhere is
separaie from the decision to
exercise that right at any given
A casc might be argued that
this_is not the time for more
Jews, oo matter how few, to set
up homes in the eastern part of
their capital or the West Bank.
But to deny the sight of Jews to
live anywhere in Ismae]l makes
themt lesser in natfonhood - than
any other people. o
"Judaization.” It is an accusa-
tion: Jews who live In neighbor-
ho;ﬂdsdcmog:a!hilﬁmﬂyﬂmbm
interlopers in their capital, -
ing in where they have nopll';;gt
10 be, threatening the daily lives
and religions of the real

-Jerusalemirtes.

"AM. ROSENTHAL

"Judaization.” Those who use
the word should say it more
plainly: the Jewing of Jerusalem.

I asked a colleague the word
that sprang t0 mind when he

Judenrein. Arabs sre . famitiar

"Judaization.’ It is an
accusation: Jews
who live in
neighborhoods that
are demographically
Arab are intetlopers
in.their capital

with that It is what they accomn-
plished when Jordan occupied
the West Bank from 1948 to
1967 — all Jews out.’ '

EIGHT former semebnnes of -

state and national security advis-
ers in a letter to Jsrael, endorsed
quickly by President Clinton,

warned Israscl agai_nst._"unilaqﬂ'- Wi

al™ action — meaning increasing
settlements on the West Bank or
anywhere. .

They certainly do not talk -of
udaization, - :

Bot the warning is that more
settlers could destroy peace. This
amounts to advance justification
of any Palestinian attack against
settlers on the grounds, true or
false, that they were newcomers,

Two signers told me the state-
ment was drafted at least thres
weeks earlier, held up so s not
0 jeopardize the Hebron talks.

It was® ;elﬂ.sed after Prime

: inyamin Netsnyahu
made remarks they th T

al ough

]

Thisiswhatﬂi'e'smementdid
gofav;dl-onsbqum'sm-

ever since, Arabs have"
been fighting not "settlements”
In any-particular place, but the
very prelence of Jews among
Mr. Netanyahn has X
Shi y problems.

Peres nums around as if
he were still prime mi

B

Netanyahs is not ot sctring
Woﬂdonﬁie.ﬂeh};snotsha:vh:
the ip. eloquence ang

mgm:e as lo:% as
and their apologi ;

ol o s i,
3 “Ni Is urg
taSktoexphinthatmﬂ:ewmdf
All who hold worth '
of srael must Y.ﬂlemnm%:

means — this talk of Judaizat;,
the Jewing of Jerusal L

(a-m - . “-e- - ... _- -
Togca) 9-‘3’ f"f New Ygﬂ;

REUVEN FAMMER ;-

~HERE may bave been . -
mg fsracls rab<. . -

said that he wanzs to give the rab-
binate a chance to solve this °
problem, and he believes it when
it says it will do so. How long is
he willing to wait? With years to

Giving away our
freedoms to the
rabbinical courts is
something any
rational society -
wouid avoid like.the. .

- plague . - ' : "

prove itself, all the rabbinate has
shown is how stubbomn it is, how
wnwilling to confront the needs
of the day.

Adopted children are another
major problem. Unless converted
before coming to Istacl, they can-
pot be registered as Jews. The
rabbinate here refuses 1o conven
them unless the family adheres to
the most rigid standards of obser-
vance. In effect the governmenmt - ,
is creating a situation wherchy |
only the Orthodox can adopt. -

The rabbinical court of the
Mﬂsorgm hlﬁggemenlte converts
more people each year
and would be converting hun-
dreds more were our conversions
registered  ja  the Interior

nistry. It is a crime to allow
gi&hhcal machinations to prevers

THE government should know . '
that US Jewry — at whom its brif- -
Liant move is clearly also aimed =
1s not that gullible. -
. I recently spent several months
in the US meeting rabbis, leaders
and  laypeople of the
Conservative Movement there. .
concern has never been
exclusively conversions per-
in America but the ri;
?fndd‘t;elgﬂom ?doglremmt l;‘:mm
tatus of religious free-
dom o Tsrae]. ©- lgtm:s.fme
They are concerned as Jews —
and not as Americans - at what
they see as a further erosion of
tC values: and religions
freedom for alf Jews in Isrzel.
A’ oné who tries to
love and support of Tarael - yes,.
Jews, ] have found that task hard- .
©r and harder, 45 potitics and reli-
£ion become evar more antwined.
7his latest tactic will corminly

about Israel withoot being dsked
about this issbm,nndi:isweu-

impossible to justify our
byi ent’s action when it is so
o vmusly Ei?ﬁ'lg in 0 the

. a
the interests of the majority, and

against the good of he
sm‘rt:emdmm" future of -'udmsmme |
v ToT power given .to the
8EL enacted, the less Isracl's sec- -
o Population will Jook posi-
tvely at Jewish tadition wd -

mmmm Sim_lhe'sis_m -

b g, aWay our freedoms 15
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Best and worst of ’96

HE highlights of 1996 were
Dot as high as in some pre-
wousyurs.butﬂmeissﬁll
greal rock °'n’ roll being made
years after it was declared dead,
I have no iltusions that I've Lis-
tened to even a tenth of the music
released this year, but from the
couple of hundred discs that have
crossed my path, here are some
that stood out for better or worse.

Best Debut
Ke'—JTAM [ ]
An expertly crafted singer-song-
writer effort by someone who

DAVID BRINN

writes and performs like a sea-
soned veteran,

Best singles
Tasmin Archer ~ “One More Good
night with the Boys™
Me'shell Ndegeocello — “Free My
Heart™
Tom Pesty & the Heartbreakers —
“Walls™

Weezer — “Pink Trizpgle™

TOWER RECORDS’ TOP 15

THIS LAST WEEKS ON
WEEK WEEK CHARTS ARTIST
1 1 3 EHUD BANAT D MEAT
#2 3 5 TONI BRAXTON .
3 4 4 ENIGMA LE ROI EST MORT
34 12 6 OST - EMITA
#5 2 6 SPICE GIRLS SPICE
&6 5 17 RAMI KLEINSTEIN COLLECTION
#7 15 2 NO DOUBT TRAGIC KINGDOM
%38 20 4 JULIO IGLESIAS TANGO
¥ NEW 1 V/A BEST DISCO IN TOWN 2
#10 8 5 VIA SPIRIT OF THE WORLD
#11 9 5 VAYA CON DIOS BEST OF...
¥z 10 40 SHILOMO ARTZ! SHNAIM
#3 19 2 PAVAROTTI & FRIENDS FOR WAR GHILD
#4 6 39 RITA COLLECTION
M5 16 33 GEORGE MICHAEL OLDER
Tower Records’ inp-seffing altwams for last weak

MICHAEL AJZENSTADT
EIGHTEEN Years ago;-a-20-

year-old Russian-born
pianist played the Liszt
Second Piano Concerto with the
1srae] Philharmonic Orchestra, Last
Tuesday at the Manp Auditoriom,
that same pianist, Yefim Bronfman,
played the same concerto with the
same orchestra during the festive
celebrations of the orchestra’s 60th
anniversary.
Bronfman cannot find enough
words to describe his fong, ongoing
emotional relationship with the
orchestra, “The IPQ is very special
to me. My whole life is connected
to the orchestra. I started my career
with the orchestra and ever simce 1
have had very close ties with it I
was in Israel virmally every year
and 1 also played with them on tour
in Souvth America, Aunstralia,
Europe and the USA.™
The IPO is much more than 2

mere musical friend. Bronfman’s
sister and her frashand are orchestra
members. “The’ orcliestra-means gt
lot to.me, it’s like horie, S oW iE's"
like: celebratmg your own birth-

Hemuﬂi:‘aé"ma:hehas'ﬁ‘e':‘
“some of the prear musicians I
know through the TPO, from
[Zubin] Mehta and [Leonand]
Bemstein to [Daniel] Barenboim.
The orchestra always atiracted
great people and 1 bave always
Iearped so much about music-mak-
ing here. Certainly the IPO has a
very strong gravity for me and my
friends.”

Headdsthant:sa]waysgrentﬁo
play herce because “Isracl has
gxeatpubln:wblchxshardmcom-
pare to anywhere else.”
Bronfman is a regular guest on
our concert stages. For example, at
the end of March, he retums 1o play
six concerts with the. IPO featuring
three concerti within cne week:

Worst single
Spice Girls — ““Wanmabice™

Best compilation
Sweet Relief Il — The Songs of Vic
Chesinutt
Oasis — The Singles

Best Israeli albums
Meir Banai — Wandering Tine

"' Wild Weed — Wild Weed

Rami Kleinstein — Collection

.Comeback of the Year
The Beatles

Best Afhums
Sleeper — The It Girl
Bruce Springsteen — The Ghost of
Tom Joad
Pear] Jam - No Code

Most fan local mosical evenis
Gratefnl Dead video night at the
Tel Aviv ve. The next
best thing to being at the real
thing.

Reggae Festival at Achziv Beach.
Pack up your troubles and smile.

Brahms's first, Beethoven's third
and Rachmapinoff’s thinl. And

%?@xmdﬂmﬁf

Buthe:snotcumplannng.qmte :

the contrary. “I enjoy playing 2 Jot.
I always say that musicians should
be paid for the traveling and tome
away from bome but not for play-
ing because playing is fim.”
Broofiman has an apart-
ment in New York and is also cur-
‘rently looking for placé in London,
Istael is his real home and he
makes a point of coming here op to
four times each year to visit his

Bronfman is also a very active
recording pianist with over 25 discs
to his credit incloding the entire
Prokofiev concerti with Mebta and
the IPO.

He recently renewed his contract
with Sony for an additional five
years with discs featuring some of

Yefimn Bronfinan just can’t get
enongh of the IPO.

the standard warhorses of the
repertoire as well as more contem-

porary works,

“There is a change in the classi-
cal mmsic scene and sales of discs

are not good, so disc compatiiesare |

loohngfornewwaysofprwmmg
music and one is new music.”
American Elliot Goldenthal, who
writes a fot for Hollywood and is
famous for his Fire Weter Paper: A
Vietnam Oratorio. is writing a con-
certo for piane and tumpet which
will be recorded by Bronfman and

Yefim Bronfman plays Saint-
Saens’ Second Piano Concerto
fomorrow in Jernsalem with Zubin
Mehta leading the International

Orchestra.

S

On Thursday (Tel Aviv) and
Samrday (Jerusalem) he plays the
piano solo in Beethoven's Triple
Concerto with the Mehta and IPO
and on Friday he repeats his rendi-
tion of the Liszt second concerto in

Perlman and Zukerman combine in angelic tandem

‘WO major attractions of the

Jerusalem Symphoay

Orchestra’s Subscripticn
Concert No. 2, condocted by
Steven Sioane, were performances
of two rarely played works. The
performance of these works were
special because they were for solo
instruments seldom encovntered:
Serpei Koussevitzky's Concerto
for double-bass and Giovapni
Bottesini’s Passioni Amorose for
two double basses.

The overpowering double bass,
which naturally arouses expecta-
tions of an overwhelming somnd,
surprised the audience with its
weak, understated tone and vol-
ume. The agility and flexibility
produced from such an unwieldy-
looking instrument, played by
soloist Franco Petracchi, was also
\mexpecm and artests o the fact
that Petracchi is a veritable virte-
oso who takes technical hurdles in
his stride.

Koussevitzky's work is a prod-
uct of necessity, created to supply
a soloist’s need of enlarging his
instrument’s meager Teperioire.
Availing himself of all the com-
monplace Romantic ingredients,

such as sentimentality and virte-
oso fireworks, his would have
made the best impression if left
mowritten

Bottesini’s d:vernmen&o is, like-
wise, harmlessly entertaining,
thoogh melodious and technically
demanding. Orchestra member
Hsya Yoshz joined Petracchi in a
bnll.la.nt. light-fingered perfor-
mance. Sloane’s readition of
Mussorgsky-Ravel’s Pictures at
an Exhibition was colorful, ener-
gy-charged and led appropriately
to the pompous climax of the
“Great Gate of Kiev.”

Jerusalem Theater, December
12  Ury Eppstein

THE ISRAEL Philharmonic
Orchestra’s 60th anniversary cele-
brations are a series of ongoing
highlights w;:gh are nvel;ng
invigorating sweeping. It 13
not casy to select the best perfor-
mance during the fixst three
evenings but the most complete
were the two orchestral selections.
Zumeehm]edhsmcl:m
a sincere, powerful

mavgg reading of Schubert's

CONCERT ROUNDUP

Unfinished Symphony. This rendi-
tion shifted between
varions opposing poles, from
muuverttomvm,frnmpmno
to forte in a most soblime way.
The orchestra responded in the
best possible way to Mehta’s sen-
sitive baton and iogether they
playedtlnsmastﬂpmce in a way

hich rediscovered it for the andi-
nm:e.

The orchestra also excelled in
Richard Strauss’s ikl
Eulenspiegel, a short and very dra-
matic opus which moves quickly
from tender poctic moments to
full-scale dramatic ountbursts. It
was a shunning rendition which
would not pat to shame any major
orchestra worldwide The soloists
were some of the best musicians in
the worid today. Murray Perahia
topped his Mozart from the previ-
ous week with a llbmdmgmn—
dition of Beethovens Fourth
Pisno Concerto, a very mtovert

ce in which he delved
deep info the essence of the com-
posmon, drawing from it all its

A lonely ray of sunshine

Trio, Vain Ode, C.FC. performed
by the Batsheva Ensemble, at the
hwawmm{mmﬂﬁl
Curtgin 2 at Suzanne
Auditorinm (premiere) .

F the six new works pre-

semted, a single, lonely

msmodunasa:ayof
srmshmmmoﬂu-mse
meBatshevaEnsmble’sTmby
Noa Dar, Vain Ode by Lara
Barsacq and C.F.C. by Saar

Magal,
All three hm;apherspmved
ﬂmttheirml‘;mlieselsemm

ORA BRAFMAN

pmglam simply didn't soar.
Curtain 2 consisted of thr;;
more- choreographed pieces
Inbal Pioio, Amie] Malale and
e ot qualifid for the job of
one
the s’ém; that ray of light
wi Pinto.
ffmm resembled Dammy
Ezralow with that omt-of-nowhere
sense of humor that is crazy, yet
crystal clear in its warped logic.
The group of seven dancers were

weﬂtrnmedmﬂmmcsmdwem

on Eran Baniel, the artistic direc-
tor. He was the choice of the
Public Council for Cultre, who

to pominate as artistic
director of a major dence event a
complete srapger to dance world.

Unfortunately, Baniel “bought”
many poor works, since he conld
not separate the wheat from the .
chaff.

minate subtleties and enormous
riches.
in contrast, Yefim Bronfman
presented a2 towering techmical
bonanza in Liszt’s Second Piano
Concerto. Mischa Maisky played
Bloch's Schelomo with passion,
drama, soul and power with Mehta
and the orchestra supporting in an
impressive manner. And to top ali
this came Iizhak Perlman and
Pinchas Zokerman, two very good
friends who just happen to be two
of the greatest violinists in the
world.'!‘bey played, always in tan-
dem, two concerti and four

sonatas, without ever wrying to
upstage ope another. Each time
they played it was as if we hearda
conversation berween angelic
minsirels,

In addition, when Zukerman
was playing the viola the combi-
nation between the darker viola
and the violin was simply grip-
ping. In short there was not one
dull moment throughout these
three concerts, and Juckily there is
still more o come.

Mann Auditorium, Tel Aviv,
December 17 18 19,

ichael Ajzenstadt

Treat for the eyes

THEATER REVIEW

NAOMI DOUDAI

a drector of unceas-
ing creative ingenuity
and fertility, and a team

all other Israeli players, a Gesher
production is almost always
refreshing and rewarding. It is
always and forever total theater.

As far as mise en scene and pre-
sentation are concerned, Odessa
Tales is no exception. An mnova-

telling to staged mlmunngbrmgs
Babel to life for us. A set that con-
sists of criss-crossing rails on
which symbolic images from the
tales dart across the stage on trol-
leys, is a telling transposition from
lterature 1o theater,

Actors like Boris Achanov,
Yevgeny Gamburg, Natalya
Voimievitch-Manor (ber serving-
girl Irina, a real bombshell), Leonid
Kanievsky, Roland Heilovsky, are
a2 treat for present-day swmge-
scarred eyes. They are now joined
by a number of young Israeli-born
actors, three of whom — Dror
Keren, Amnon Wolf, Effi Ben-Tzur
— here do their Russian mentors
proud. The ongoing Israelification
of the company is palpable too in
the improvement i the spoken
Hebrew of the Russian-born actors.

In the case of the Tales, however,
the dramaturgy Jeaves much to be
desired as does some of the casting,
While the varions personae are pre-
sented with vivacity in a retrospec-
tive parody injected with oldtime
burlesque, the crafting of the tales
themselves is often weak. Fictions
Bke Jesus' Sin or The Story of the
Pigeon Fancier, that begin i a
burst of brilliance, 0o ofien end In
a chaotic whimper.

A RECIPIENT of the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1986, it goes without say-
ing thar Elic Wiesel is a provoca-
tive personality, a powerful writer
with a fascinating mind and inter-
snng ideas. A cumpetent play-
wright, however, be emphatically
is not.

In other words, The Schamgorod
Trialisnouhealer.ltlshtenhne
of the most polemic
sort. Arid intell
I‘.hreehomsdu:mgwhachw:hadto
endure the endless discussion,
speculation, cerebration, on the
subject of evil, love and the nanme
of God, was pure punishment to a
captive audience that smck it out
probably out of politeness or
because they had paid dearly for
their tickets.

Withont a play proper, this pro-
duction was a mission impossible.
But if nonetheless the former East
German company (six actors and 2
stage populated by masses of
empty chairs) came here confident
that the material — a drama of
Pogroms — wonld suit Israeli andi-
ences, their performance failed to
back up their ocbviously good inten-
tions. Together with the writer, the
dnec:oraswenasﬂ:eactorsfmbd
to prove themselves
any recognizable professiona]
hant.

penc

It is little short of scandalous that
the Cameri, advised in advance of
the questionzbly theatric quality of
the material, did oot think to spare
a largely Alte Yekkeland andience,
many of them probably veteran
readers of this paper, the cultural
distress and disappointment, not to
mention expense of s¢ grueling an
evening,

This could have been avoided by
presenting the production as an
cvening of dramatized discussion,
which it honestly is. Offered more
modestly in less pretentious studio
conditions, it might have had a bet-
ter reception. Failing that, realized
as a visual form of radio drama, it
might have found a proper, and
ﬁaps more rewarding perspec-

A sensitive tale well told

OPERA REVIEW

-+ v ' URYVEPPSTEN _

RHAPS the most basic
paradox underlying the para-
dox-studded Tales of

Hoffmann is that its composer,
Jacques Offenbach, 2 founding
father of French operema, was a
Gemman Jew who made his first
acquaintance with music through
the cantorial chanting of his hazan
father. Tt should therefore not be
surprising that Offenbach, more
than anyone before or after him,
was sensitive to the tragic life of
E-T.A. Hoffmann; and that as seen
through his ironic Jewish eyes,
under their thin French guise, this
German-Romantic poet, composer,
lawyer and music critic should
have been depicted as the typical
schiimazel: the peremmial unfortu-
nate, in this, his one had only seri-

ous opera.

Antonic Nagore, in the title role,
displayed an ardent, warm-blooded
Iyric tenor. Marina Levitt’s ciear,
bright and radfant soprano, as
Antonia, sometimes sounded more
robust than one would expect from
a frail wberculosis patient. Mezzo-

T

Lt

sopra.no Susa:ma Porctsky, as
"“Giulietta, had just the rjghtsedm-
tve umbn:mmakchera credible
femme fatale.

Vladimir Braun’s baritone, as the
authoritative father-figure Cresperl,
had a degrec of blackness that
would have served well the suppos-
edly Satanic baritone Richard Paul
Fink, who sounded strained and not
quite as evil and menacing as he
sbouldhave

made one wonder why she should

have made the not very convincing
I:ansmon from mezzo-soprano to

CmducmF:ednncChaslmheld
the Rishon Lezion Symphony
Orchestra in firm prip, injecting
energy and drive into the proceed-

mgs.

And the lighting of designer
Giuseppe di Ioric was enlivened by
some imaginative, effective shad-

ow-play.
Dl:e Tel Aviv Opera House,
December 14.

Bentonoff’s riveting performance

OMETHING very unusual,

perhaps even unique, hap-

pened in the Hedi Steinberg
Auditordum of the Shaare Zedek
Medical Center in Jerusalem on
December 15.

Deborah Bentonoff one of our
veierap “greats” in the performing
arts, appenmd solo for over an
hour in 2 program that kept a full
house riveted.

Her text was based on stories
from her life, on the joys and sor-
rows of memory, shaped into
stage form by Dorona Ben-Dor
and enhanced by only a few

pr%g: occasion was intended to
honor a medical colleague of the
center but it was also appropriate
in that it marked and celebrated
Jerusalem 3000. Dora Sowden

qosp
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Bank of Israel
cuts rates 0.5%

DAVID HARRIS

THE Bank of Isracl’s key short-  over monetary policy.

term lending rate will be lowered ~ The bank is continuing (o urge
by 50 basis points to 14.7 percent  the govemment to implement the
next mopth, the cenwal bank full NIS 7 billion budget-cut pro-

announced yesterday. . posal, which is about to face sec-
That completes a curnulative ond and third readings in the
2.3%, rate-cut since August. Knesset, while not bowing to pres-

The decision was taken In the sure and raising taxes. Bank
light of the effects of the tight, sources have indicated there will
recent monetary policy, according  only be a substantial decrease in
1o a statement from the bank. This  interest rates once it becomes clear
has brought about a lowering in  the budget cuts are being compre-
inflation — currently running at an - hensively implemented.
annual 10.5% — and the desired markets were largely
increase in the money supply unchanged ahead of the interest-
(M1). This slowing in inflation rate announcement, which was
has only become apparent in the made at 430 p.m, The dollar was
second half of the year, and conse-  little changed at NIS 3.264.
quently a reduction in interest  Stocks rose in anticipation of a
rates l;:\sJ onlyfer:rcenﬂymsbecome mnhinggmand;vmalso
possible. Justa months ago, it buoyed prospect of a break-
appeared the annual rate of infla- through in the Hebron redeploy-
tion would reach 15%. ment talks. The Maof index rose

Looking ahead, the bank said, for 0.65% to end the day at 218.59.
the dme being it appears the 1997 The Manufactorers Association
inflation rate is heading forthe upper  instantly responded by calling for
lirnit of the Treasury approved 7% 10 a2 2% to0 3% reduction, given the
10% targer Therefore, the central  likely success of the Treasury in

POST

Gov’t unveils schedule

for banks’ sales

MI HOLDINGS, the state firm in
charge of selling goverament
companies, intends to sell shares
in at least one bank in each quar-
ter of next year, the company’s
general mapager Meir Yacobson
yesterday said.

The government, he said,
intends to privatize three large
banks in 1997. The company
intends to issue Bank Discount
shares m February. Bank Leumi
will go on the block in the middle
of the year, and Bank Mizrahi in
the second half,

Speaking at an Banot Discount
investors conference Sunday
evening, Yacobson said “the mar-
ket today is in a very difficult sit-
uation. One of the aims, is to use
privatization as an instrument fo
develop the local market. to
increase the size and liquidity of
the market by bringing m quality
companies,” said Yacobson.

To develop the local capital
market, Yacobson believes it is
necessary to increase foreign
investors’ involvement, especial-
ly institurional investors who

GALIT LIPKIS BECK
- According to Yacobson, for-

cign investors’ interest tends to
encourage local investors to boy
shares. Taking the government’s
public offering of Bank Discount
as an example, Yacobson said the
Israeli public expressed interest
in the sale only after the shares
were soapped up by foreign
investors. European institutional
investors purchased more than
half of the 13.5 million Bank
Discount shares offered in
March

Foreign investments aiso have
a significant role to play in insur-
ing company’s bave a realistic
valuation, said Yacobson. El-Rov
shares bave increased more than
70% over the month as a
result of US fond manager
George Soros decision 1o invest
in the company.

The manager said it is not pos-
sible to simultaneously sell con-
trolling interests in a company
and sell new issues. He empha-
sized that when evaluating a

bank intends kecping a tight reign  passing the 1997 budpet. generally make long-term bets.  company’s worth it is incorrect to
;i}';\=' , :
i l : MUTUAL FUNDS MANAGERS LEUMI IGUD LTD. PROSPECTUS
PSAGOT : PSAGOT GLOBE
MUTUAL FUND

Offering of Units to Foreign Residents* Only

ta} Offer:at 2 Reduced-Price s oar

(b) Regular Offer

New Fund

the sanction of a meeting of the unit holders.

Prospectus).
Chapter D of the Prospectus.

(a) Purchase, sale and writing of options and futures contracts.
{b) Effecting a sale short.

any ather fund being managed by iL

Transactions and Commitments for the Fund

without the approval of such a meeting.

this Prospectus. The Permit will expine on 30 September 1997.

"Unrestricted Fund™

K of the Prospectus, under the heading "Taxation".

an annual fee equal 1o 1.5% of the aforementioned value.
value.

Expressions used in the Prospechus

whete the contexi otherwise requires.

English Transiation
The Hebrow version of the Fund Agreement, and of the Pros

Date of the Prospectus: 14 Teveth, 5757
24 December, 1996

The Trusiee: Kesselman & Kesselman Trust Co. (19715 Lid.

Fund Manager: Psagot Managers of Mutual Funds. Leumi Igud Lid.

NOTICE OF THE PUBLICATION OF A PROSPECTUS
According to section 31(b)(2) of the Joint Investment Trusts Law, 57641994, (hereinafter: "the Law™).
Notice is hereby given that a prospectus has been published whereby: .

-} ‘An'unfimited number of registered units of a nominal value of one (1.S. dollar (hereinafter - "dollar™) are offered as follows:
~Unl 1400 on 31.12.96. the units are being offered at a price equal o their nominal value without the addition of any increment,
ramely at 100% of their nominal value {sée. however, paragraph 6 of Chapter A of the Prospectus). Commencing 14.00 on 31.12.96

through 14.00 on 30.1.97. the units will be offered at the unit price, as determined from time to time, without the addition of any
increment (see, however, paragraph 6 of Chapter A of the Prospectus).
Commencing 14.00 on 30.1.97 and through 30.09.97, the units will be offered at the unit price, as determined from time to time,
plus a 1% or less increment, as detailed in Chapter A of this Prospecius. .
The said units will, subject as provided in paragraphs 4 and 5 of Chapter A of the Prospectus, be sold on those days when trading

takes place in Israel and abroad as defined in paragraph 17a) of Chapier A of the
Payment for the units shall be made only in dollars out of a non- resident foreign currency deposit account of a foreign resident.

Fund is new and its units are being offered for the first time to the public.

The Fund's Investment Policy and Transactions for the Fund (see Chapter D of the Prospectus)

I. The Fund Agreement provides that:
{2) Subject to the provisions of any law, the Fund Mapager may invest the Fund's resources in his exclusive discretion and is empowered
also to fix the cash amount to be comprised in the Fund assets. from time to time.

(b) The provisions of sub-paragraph (a) of Lhis paragraph may be varied by amendment of

2. Pursuant to the provisions of the law, the Fund Manager may purchase for the Fund, foreign securities and options traded abroad
(in this Prospectus called: “foreign options™} at a rale not exceeding 75% of the net value of the Fund assets, provided the investment
in options does not exceed the rate mentioned in paragraph 3 below (see also paragraph 3(a) of Chapter D of the Prospectus).

3. Pursuant ta the provisions of the law, the value of the options held by the Fund, with the exception of Maof Portfolio options (Cail
1 options). will not exceed 10% of the net value of the Fund assets, and the value thereof, togeth
held in the Fund, will not exceed 20% of the net value of the Fund assets (see also paragraphs 5(a) and 3(b) of Chapter D of the
Details of the nature of, the risks attached to, Options and investing therein, and the writing thereof, are set ourt in paragraph 1(c) of

4. The Fund Manager may carry out the following transactions, subject to the provisions of the Law.

(c) Lending or signing a lending agreement of securities, for the purpose of a sale transaction effected short provided this is rot for

The Fund Agreement provides that the Trust Manager may, without the sanction of a meeting of unit holders, effect any transaction
and undertake any commitment for the Fund (apart from increasing the Fund Manager’s and Trustee's remuneration) which are not
prohibited be the Fund Agresment provided that such act may be effected and commitment undertaken by law, as the case may be,

Permit of the Controller of Foreign Currencv for operating the Fund
The Permit of the Foreign Currency Controller, which contains various conditions for operating the Fund, appears in Appendix F to
The Fund Is an "unrestricied fund”. Details of the tax provisions applicable to an unrestricted fund are set out in sectfon 6 of Chapier

ﬁltjmu:ﬂ i;:s of Fund Manager and Trustee (see Chapter H of this Prospectus)
nder the Fu Fund M

nd Agreement, the Fund Manager is entitled to receive an annual fee equivalent to 5% of the average annual value of the
Fund's assets as calcufated for the purpose of fixing the unit price but, unless otherwise decided by the Fund Manager, it will receive

The Trustee is entitled, under the Fund Agreement, (o receive, and will receive, an annual fee equal to 0.2% of the abavementioned
Expresstons used in the Law and in the Regulations made thereunder, will bear the same meanings when used in this Prospectus, save
tus arc the exclusively binding rext. The tranglator of the

has certilied that the English translation of the Prospectus is a faithful transiavon of the Hebrew origrnal {(he certificate appears in
Appendix 1 of the Prospectus).

Copies of the Prospectus may be obtainedfrom any branch of Bank Leumi je-Israel B.M. and from other members of the TASE.

#In thic Prmcnerine: "Rasesion Recidont™ is as defined in the Carrancv Control Law S738-1978. and in the Currency C"."ﬁ"” _P_ennit 3738

the Fund Agreement without requiring

er with the value of option warrants

in *97
compare the stock price of a pub-
lic offering to financial investors
with the price of selling a con-
wolling interest.

“These are two different. mar-
kets, two different methods t_)f
sale and two types of targes andi-
ences,” said Yacobson.

In reaction to criticism of the
governments’. bank privatiza-
tion, Yacobsen said, criticism
cannot be avoided. “Even in
England, where the privatization
program was succeasful, ihere
was criticissn that companies
were issued at low prices,” said
Yacobson.

Porush: ILA
land sales
too slow

GALIT LIPKIS BECK

DEPUTY Housing Minister Meir

Porush criticized the Isracl Lands

Administration (ILA) yesterday

e
ing to a

in land is Likely to lead to arise in

years.

While Porush aims to reduge
the government's involvement in
the real estate sector, he empha-
sized it is pecessary to contnue

10 belp low-income earners, pri- -

marily via government housing
benefits to ecligible residents
(zakaim).

“The cut in the budget has not
hindered . It is true that
mortgages have not yei been
adjusted, there is a commiti=e in
charge of this which is expected to
present its cooclusions in March,”
said Porush, _

Iz the October-November period
housing sales grew 25 percent,
according to Porush, thus mdicat-
ing that the slowdown in the hous-
ing market has come to an end,
Porush said.

the last few months of ncreased

sales is primarily due to a drop in
rates

Speaking at a real estate con-
ference yesterday, Porush said
housing construction starts are
expected to reach almost 50,000
in 1996, very cio;e to the min-
istry’s target and significantl
higher than conu'acmrsgmﬁearlie{-
forecasts of omly 35,000-40,000
units.

American
General to buy
Home Beneficial

choose to be paid in efther cash or

common stock under the $39 per

share deal.

palilg-mhalfmtotalpr%ewiube
in cash, up o

pe : p percent

‘The news sent Home Beneficinl’s
gksmgepgs&'ﬁorahmstm

y on the Nasdaq Stock Market.
American General edged down

125 cents 10 $40.125 on the New

York Stock

“Home Beneficial is an excel-
lent sirategic Fft with our
Nashville-based life insurance
subsidiary."_ said Robert M.
and chief execu-
General.

“Through the combination of
these two companics, we believe
we can achieve economies of scale
resaiting in annual expense sav-
posalie

is ex )
ghedofMamhandstopcﬁ;h:ieat
Ing on earnings within
that, he said. & year

with Israel Discount Bank
1 tsa )
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Northern Telecom buys 20% ol
#n infernational tel

Teirad is a wholly
instalbnents.
Northesn Telecom

conchuded at the start of Japuary.
the year to exercise its option.

1 oy on the shores of the Dead Sea,
1tsﬁrstmagﬂe:£:‘h’};g$ g::ttﬂmii metal was mamafactured in
Israel since King Solomon cast his copper at
years ago. oo mmbecomoneof:hewoﬂd'sfmn-
largest producers of %&A;gmm Galir Lipkis Beck

Maritime Bank agrees to buy 37

Bank agreed to buy about 37% of B :
equityfurabautN{SGOmFouow:_n_gﬂmbank_sannomﬂr;m:m
theTe!AvivSmkExchange,MmumeshﬂeSmcmsed

; o is part of Carmel's plan to expand into commerciaj

The

in the country, while
bamks.

1o buy 20% of Telrad’s share capt esterday. o
M&MAmﬂdem_hmwmbe
purchased ashareallqcaﬁon.'Acoo:dm
Norzel will pay $17.5 million in cash

% of Bank Carmel: Maritime
ank Carmel’s shareholders

ing. The bank is currently active mainly in the mOrEage sector.

banking. i banks
p smallest morigage and investrent bank
Carme] is among the jtime is one of the smaller commercial

compan. an option
for $45 million, the companies

g to the agreement
and $27.5m. in four

Dead Sea Magnesium cast

Erzion Gaver 3,000

full capacity, the plant is

Galit Lipkis Beck

PM refuses to set
inflation target for 2001

DAVID HARRIS

PRIME Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu has so far declined to
commit himself to a projected
inflation level by 2001. - .
During last week's meeting with
Finance Minister Dan Meridor and

the Treasury and the central bank
as to the desired long-term infla-
tion rate.

While Meridor and Frenkel
agreed the 1997 target should be
set between 7 percent to 10%, they
failed to agree om that which
would be desired by 2001. .

Both men agree Israei should aim
to have 2 similar inflation level to

in 1996 has been substantial. The
YMF list shows three overall infla-

tion averages: 2.3% for the Groop
of Seven countries; 2.7% for other
industrialized countries; and 2.6%
across the European Union.

The OECD list, which inclugas
jnflationary counfries such ac
Turkey (79.3%) and Mexico
(30.0%). shows an average 4.6%

rate.
The final decision as W which
-terra rate should be tracked -
lies with Netanyahu. “The matter is
still being examined,” depury
Prime Minister’s Office spokesman
“This is something 1"d rather not

alk about,” Office deputy dires-

tor-general Moshe Leon, cne of
Netanyahu's top economic advis-
ers, said on Sunday.

Netanyabu, Meridor, and
Frenkel all attach great signifi-
cance to reducing inflation as soor:
as possible. This has lead 1o
numerous attacks on Frenkel by
the Néaenufacﬁrs Association. Is
president, Propper, arguss
Frenkel is obsessed by this smgle
aim and should also turn his anen-
tion to other aspects of monetary
policy.

EL Al: Christmas
tourism on the rise

HAIM SHAPIRO

l.'Nwhamouldbetheﬁrstsignofa i tourism industry
; recovery in the ;
Alth:sweakreponedaﬂun-yoflas:-miuu:ereservaﬁonst'orm(:.':.'lhﬁsu;zfsl

from the US.

ElA]spobsmanNachmanIﬂiemansaidyesuérﬁaymatthmhasbeen

a major increase in the number of

during the past two weeks.
had 1,000 reservations a2 week. He

said that many of those coming to Tsrae peop
ﬂrmrese:caﬁms. ;o;f:r of mstabﬂ;tylm regiol:-Whohad not mads
Simb ﬁ ' ;v?].?r::?%g on tz:mt":me and have decided to

Seli
334 !
. g-;g 3
Japanmyar_n (100} %g.m, % 060 04 f{
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Hull nets 500th

ST, LOUIS - Brett Hull scored his
26th career hat trick and became
the 24th player in NHL history to
score 500 goals, as the St Louis
Blues beat the Los Angeles Kings
7-4 on Sunday.

After scoring in each of the first
two periods, Hull was credited
with his 500th career goal 20 sec-
onds into the third. His slap shot
from the edge of the slot hit team-
mate Stephane Malteau and
bounced past goaltender Stephane
Fiset.

‘Replays clearly showed the puck
hit Matteau. Hull's goal stood for
zbout five minutes until he hud-
dled with off-ice officials and
Matteau was credited with the
tally.

“I was telling Matty (Matteau)
I can't take that, it's your goal,”
Hull said. “Let’s go get anoth-
“"But midway through the period,
Hull zifled a slap shot from the
right faceoff circle through Fiset's
pads for the milestone goal.

I had been thinking about it all
year,” Hull said. “To be be put
among those players who have

Fiyers 2, Blackhawks 2

The Philadelphia Flyers' four-
game shutout and seven-game
winning streaks ended bur they
still rallied to tie the host Chicago
Blackbawks when Eric Lindros
scared twice in a 45-second span
of the second period.

Garth Snow made 30 saves for
the Flyers, 9-0-2 since last losing
November 27. Snow, who was in
net for two of the four shutouts,
was beaten by Sergei Krivokrasov
2:38 into the game - the first goal
Philadelphiz allowed in 265 min-
utes, 8 seconds.

Tony Amonte also scored and
Ed Belfour stopped 25 shots for
the Blackhawks, who played
much harder and better than they
had in recent weeks but couldn’t
protect a 2-0 first-period lead.

-Red Wings 6, Oilers 2

Brendan Shanshan, Vyacheslav
Koziov and Jamie Pushor scored
consecutive in the second
period as the Derroit Red Wings
extended the Qilers” winless streak
to seven games.

Edmonton led 2-1 after 20 min-
uies and Shanahan tied it with a

goal

a—

Reeves

Giants coach

Skippers of Rams and Falcons also gone

EAST RUTHERFORD (AP) — Dan Reeves was fired
yesterdayascoachofﬂ:cNewYmkafootbaﬂ
tean.

“Ijustﬂ:inkﬂ:atwewmhotgoinghd;erightdi:w
manager Young said.

piled a 31-33 mdm m-fo:dmsons._
missing the pia the past years posting
hs'mgmco:gﬂ:eyﬁm.NewYork(G-m)mppeda
very meonsistent season Saturday, blowing a 22-0
halftime leadhaZB—ﬂlosmfom_Gmmch
Bill Parcells and the New England Patnofs.

That didn’t seal Reeves’ fate. Just fast Monday, the

Sz-ywcmmwdhcexpmdmbeﬁ:edmﬁ:e_

season ended.

Asked when be made up his mind on Reeves, Young
said it was not a sudden decision. -
“Tt evolved over the second half of the season,
Y said. L -
“T'm not apologizing for suything. We made 2 deci-

sion.%wanmdtogohadi:@':r:mdh'ecﬁm%fe]t_

we wanted to change leadership. - :
Reeves, who still had one year to go on a five-year
contract, met with Young earlier in the day, according
w0 a source close to the ream.

“He said be talked to George and that they couldn’t

rennnedafterbemgtoidby(iimlsmmatmingg
ing to change. )
mg;ﬁmthcﬁimmin!m,@ungwera
mm&utwasbiuerlyd.ivichdaﬂerm:ssmgﬂup]ay_
ommmm]ydwjopaﬁermus_mgned shortly

sppearances, was Young's third choice for the job, anly
gelting it after Tom Coughlin decided to stay at Boston
College and Dave Wannstedt took the Bears job.
Reeves quickly restored order on the Gians, naming
Phil Simms as his quarterback and waiving disgruntled
linebacker Pepper Johnson. New York responded with
an 11-5 record and carme within a feld goal of winning

-the NFC East.

"The Giants were crushed by San Francisco in the

* second round of the playoffs and Simms and Lawrence

Tﬁﬁ?od:mlymmephwﬂ’?m 1994 with a
scason-ending seven-game wimning streak, but lost ot
maﬁeﬁmkahepasttwomnshavebeenlyplﬁed
slow starts ang New York never came close to the

yoffs offense struggled under Dave Brown.
plaThe. g to succeed put a strain on Brown's rela-

done it and to have done it here at  blast from just inside the blue line work it ont,” said the source, who spoke on condition The pressure
home ... is really something.” at 2:23 ofjl:c second while the that he pot be identified. . uomhxpwmhkaevesandﬂnemhavcbwnawddsfhe
7, Panthers 3 Red Wings were on a power play. et » Reeves then met with bis coaching staff and told past two years. hing casualties in
Rongers apin Mark Moy Dt i g vl I O o ome e g e o e otk o s R Kot
reached a pair of career milestones in games (0-2-1), mov: The Giants® fai on d were not the main T S.
inludingpl?ilsrmamtoﬁctoty over ahead for good at 9:46 when .SGOES%%ACWE"MH“HMMMWM reason Reeves won't be back. He baitled with Young mgfoﬂowmg_awoeﬁzl 1-15 mﬁ%ﬁsﬁ
the division rival Florida Panthers. Kozlov's sbot deflected off the J®0 ul. and Tom Boistare, the team’s director of player pez- ﬁredgoacthc!_leolsouSundayF jost two
Messier scored a pair of goals stick of Qilers defenseman Boris . sonnel, for more input into  player decisions. _ sons in St. Louis, and the Adanta Falcons une
and assisted on two others to Mironov and past Curtis Joseph. Theoren Flewy and Ron Stern Keith Tkachuk and Darrin It pearly led to his firing last year, but Reeves Jopes yestexday.
become only the fifth playf'rsgg Flal'ni_s'l. Coyotes 2 alsotes;ortgd fo:ij_the Flames, who Shannon scored for the Coyortes.
NHL history 1o register German Titov sparked a three- pos eir first victory over {Renter, AP) .
career points and pass Jobn Bucyk  goal first period with a pair of Phoenix since March 17, 1995 22 d l t
for 121%0 place on the NHL's all- power-play goals and recorded his when the ©eam was in Winnipeg. NHL SCORING LEADERS n annua Wln er Soccer
timcgoalscorinﬁlist. { Niklas sccondureerhatnickasppcﬁ;vgét- Theclgrges. ;ho“l.;r_:ﬁ] ttustea— NYR gTP a 3AB Ps'léSPlsll _ o
Alexei Kovalev and Ni ing Calgary Flames sna ir somp as the Winnipeg Jers, Sretdy. th t t t t F d y
Sundstrom added two poals each, three-game winless streak. had won six consecutive games ﬁieux_ﬁ; % % % % EE you Ournamen S ar S rl a
and Brian Leetch registered four  Todd Hlushko, Jarome Iginla, against Calgary. Sundin,Tor 35 22 26 48 20 . . . .
assists. The rout against what was CONFERENCE EASTERN CONFERENCE Siohra 33 18 55 44 14  THE 22nd anmual wimer youth JOEL GORDIN factors in getting lsmaeli soccer
the league-leading defense going Central Division Atinntic Division Forsberg, Gof 31 12 31 43 20  amd jumior soccer tournament will —_— back into Europe. Erel said he was
into the game chased goaltender WLTPlsggGA a gll‘l.z;?‘t;%% Yzerman, Det 35 11 30 41 28 be held the comiry youth (mder 17 section). confident that, as a result of the
John Vanbiesbrouck from the net Dopmy, 3 N IR T R foaerte A Bl G n b  PoraenHO X 12 2 L 5% from Friday umil next Thursday,  The games will be held at ninc  toumnament, Israel would be cho-
after two periods. St Louis 16 19 1 33101120 MNY.Rangers 18 14 5 41 131100  Francis,Pk 34 11 27 38 4  the organizers announced yester- grounds throughout the country. sen to hold the European Youth
Ray Sheppard had a hat trick for  Fhoenix HEIZRY o BRIRNA T R I % 3% 2 day ara press conference. Outlining the history of the Championships in the year 2000.
the visiting Panthers. m 14 21 0 28 104 123 NY islanders 11 15 B 30 B7 92 . Har 33 21 15 B 15 A total of 10 teams from nine amnual tournament, Israel Football ~ This year, considera-
o cifle Division. 19 2 Tamp2 Bay e D 01 102 Lockin Phi 38 20 16 20 2 countries will take part. Israel, Association managing dimcht:z uu:;s;badfmcedﬁthe yo;l_th section
SUNDAY’S RESULTS: ,m'“:d"m,a, Buftalo ',’m"l- Sweden, Switzerland, Belgium, Ya’acov Erel stated that it to be cut from five to four coun-
N.Y. Rangers 7, Flarida 3 Edmonton E IEI%I?L?? Hantord :g }?5%%&3% M%‘r{n 2? % }; E% Slwak&and'l‘uﬂncywil]cfmest been started at a time when Israel  tries. Also as a result of money
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Maccabi Tel Aviv wins tennis youth tourney

TENNIS: Maccabi Tel Aviv won the final
of the Champion of Champions youth

. {ages 12-14) tennis league ar Hadar Yosef

*'oh_Saturday. Six teams, the champions of

.. their areas throughout the.country, played

in the tournament with the Tel Avivians
beating Ironi Ramle 3-1. -

Playing for Tel Aviv were Dudi Sela,
Amit Inbar, Yiftach Bar Lavav and
Daznielle Steinberg.

Hapoel Mate Asher and Maccabi Arad
siotted into third and fourth places respec-
tively.

SWIMMING: The national swimming
heroes were all in attendance at a competi-
tion at Kiryat Bialik over the weekend but
the records fell io the juniors.

Lital Kashriel broke the 100 meters
backstroke in the 17-years category, clock-
ing 1:04.47. Adi Bichman set a new record
in the 13-14 age group in the 800m
freestyle with 9:11.32 while also winning
the 200m individual medley (2:27.34) the
100m freestyle (1:14.89) and the 200m
freestyle (2:40.96).

Visiting home from Aubum University
where be is studying was Eywan Orbach
who won the 200m backstroke in 2:00.15.

LOCAL SCENE

e

HEATHER CHAIT

Mickey Halika, -Da-x; Kutler and —Ythn:—

Bruck were some of the other winners.

GOLF: Caesarea’s greens, well-nourished
afier last week's storms which canceled
last weekend's golf for many, were back in
action this past weekend. One hundred
players entered the monthly medal compe-
tition, divided into four divisions.

Max Shapiro won Divisior A with 2 two
under par 71, with Ran Sandler on 72 and
Sami Haliyo on 73. Division B was won by
Maurice Alhadef on 69 with Boaz Baltaxa
and Rabamim Sofer tying on 70. Baruch
Baltaxa scored §7 to win the C division
with Uri 6glumi on 638 and Jules Cubumek
m’l'llc:!:gbest scores came i the D division
where Harold Stutzen notched 65, 84-year-
old Lou Zinn showed his mettle with 68
and Avery Drenger scored 69.

Kfar Shmaryahe won the National Coca
Cola League for the fourth consecutive
year leaving Tel Aviv in second place and
Jerusalem third.
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SQUASH: Fit at fifty (and over) are the .

entrants for the Passport Scowh Israel
Masters 1996 Open Squash
Championships. The competition has three
age groups, over 50, over 55 and over 60
and the final rounds will be played from
Thursday to Sarurday.

The players are both sabras and Anglo-
Saxons with the oldest player a healthy 71-
years-cld. To watch the comperition or to
play in the weekly Friday game at the
Ra'anana Squash Center, call 09-7448115.

OQRIENTEERING: The orientecring
ition (0 be keld from Thursday to
Saturday will mark two firsts for the sport.
Visitors from Germany, Hungary, Austria,
Brirain, Sweden, Norway amd Finiand will
make it the biggest international competi-
tion ever 0 be keld here while holding a
three-day meet will also be a breakthrough
in Israel’
The rootes will cover Neot Kedumim on
Thursday, Park Caznada on Friday and
Mesua Forest on Saturday. The two best

results of the contest will determine the
winner. For details, cafl 03 9560537.

. —

RUGEY: While.the rugby seaspn is. well
under way, & squad of 10 players and two
officials are readying themselves for the
preliminaries of the World Cup Seven
(seven-a-side) tournament to be played in
Uruguay next month.

At home, Tel Aviv is leading the leagoe
and this week takes on Kibbutz Yezre'el at
the Sportek in a Cup game, Other games at
the Sponek %ln Suﬂay are Ra'apana
agzinst Galil Elyon Netanya against
Rishon Lezion. Playing at Givat Ram in
Jerusalem will be Jerusalem against the
Eagles in the A league.

PRESIDENTIAL TREATMENT: I
yon’re eight-years-old and you like soccer,
it belps if your grandmother is Reuma
Weizman. For Avner, grandson 0 the
Presidential couple, a dream came true this
week when he attended a practice session
ofli_ﬁsido]s,BetarJemsalem.
ot only did the overawed

meet his heroes, Eli Ohana, Ronncnm Harazi
and Iizik Zohar, but he was even given a
soccer ball with their names sigued on it.
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-PARIS (Reuter) . —

BATES DWELLINGS

Jerusalem Area

PRICES ARE AS FOLLOWE - Al rales
include VAT:
ingle Wesirlay - MIS 128.70 for 10 words

HOLIDAY RENTALS

mlmum. aach addilional word NIS
12.87

FRIDAY ANG HOLIDAY EVE - NIS
158.90 10 words {minimum), each addi-
tional word NIS 18.89.

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and FRI-
DAY | ) - MIS 262.50 for 10 words
tzrsuélsumuml.each additional word - NIS

and rooms for short

6919, Fax:

HOLIDAY FUHNISHEBI;_;\;AHEI'HE:IOT:
, througl
Jerusalem, low pricea. Sheal informa-
Bon service for flals and rooms. 21
George St., Jerugalem, Tel. 02-
02-625-7205

54

WEEK RATE (6 inserlions) - NIS 409.50

SALES

lor 10 wonds (minkmum), h
lew(ﬁ m). each additionaf

word - .65,
FOUR FRIDAYS [packagae) - Ni
526.50 for 10 words (rfli!hugli.,andn ads:
ditional wond - NIS 52.65.

MONTHLY (24 insedions) - NIS 994.50
for 10 words (minimum). each additional
word - NIS 89,45,

New Rates are valid until February
28,1997

DEADLINES offices:
dJesusalem - weslkdays: 12 noon the day
b_r:ure publication; for Friday 4 p.m, on
Tel Avly and Haita - weekdays: 12
noon, 2 days belore ion: for Fri
and : 4 p.n. Thursday in Tel Aviv
and 12 noon Thursday in Haifa

For telephions enquirles please call
02-5315654. A P

DWELLINGS

General

WHERE TO STAY

JERUSALEM LODGES LTD.
Short and long lem rentals,

P.O. Box 4233, Jerusalem 91044,
Tel. 02-5811745, Fax: 02-561-8541,

Outside Israel

FOR SALE, ARNONA, penthouse, 180,
view, alevator, covered palklngbgm
. 052-

%}ms. $520,000. Tel.
168.

GERMAN COLONY, 2, quial. cendral, 20
5q.m. basemen!, garden, underground
ln:gtkln . Ir{amedlale. "ISRABUILD" Tel

GERMAN GOI.OI_IY. 3, quiel. central,

new buikling, p. A . Imme-
diate. :snﬂ'&nm. Tel 02-566-6571.

GREAT  OPPORTUNITY, WOLF-
O £ B

3 000, LD, Te,
e

WHERE TO STAY

THE JERUSALEM INN st th Ciy Cen-
baitroom, TV-Tal, = fumished. Tot
02-625-2757, Fax 03.6261297.

DWELLINGS

Tel] Aviv

RENTALS

RAMAT AVIV GIMMEL, 4 tully lur-
nished, at condilionad. / Azorsl Chen, 4 +
bakony, unturnished. YAEL REALTOR
(MALDAN). Tel 03-842-6253.

SAVION, TO RENT, , very luxuri-
ous villa + I, suit @ or . Ex-
clusive BOTON. Tel, 03-534-3356,

SALES

KFAR NOFESH, IN Potal Thove. du-
flam y
proio v - e A

25,

Sharon Area
RENTALS

FORGET THE REST!! We are the besi

The biggest and oldest agency it israel

For the highes! quality live-in jobs

ghne Au Pair Internalional. 03-
150423,

IMMEDIATE JOBS AVAILABLE,
Iriendllest families, best conditions, the
with a heart for the Au Pairs. Call

iima Tel 03-8659937.

GOOD CONIDITICNS, HIGH salary,
for fve-infout, for 1 gl Tel 03-560-9531.

WARM FAMILY SEEKS South African
Au Pair, ive-in, central Tel Aviv. S750 +
immediate bonus. Tel. 03-620-

200 NIS,
1165, 052-452-002.

Euro 96 star
Sammer wins
- ‘foetballer of -

iy ]

yéar’ award

Barcelona’s Ronaldo places second

Matthias
Sammez, the best player in the
Eufopean championship won by
his team Germany, won the
Golden Ball as 1996 European
footballer of the year yesterday.
The Borussia Dortmund libero,
who has also helped his club to
win the German Bundesliga for
ﬂnclgstmosemns,wasm_
edw:ﬂ:theplmﬁgiousnuphyha
o o o e
F:;?zceFoonbalL Tiagazine
want o include Bg i
this award because it was thanks
g;hgseﬂimtiyfthalwasablem
myself to »
Sammer said. @y best,

In the annual poll by Enropesn
soccer writers, Sammer won the
award by exactly the same number
of pom% ;i ?g:m Milan striker
in 1995, fhis time. did

Iﬁswcmywasclose.justmme

points separating him fro
Barcelona’s Brazilian wnnd;-;-

in the European championshi
final at Wembley in June.p P
g&egcorediheﬁamans' inning
in their quarter-final against
Croanaand helped them to win a
%:Iﬂg-lbm:g_ semifinal against host
and in a shootout
aﬂéer ai-t dmw-penalty "
ammer said he ho his
Golden Ball achievemenﬁmﬂd
encomrage other soccer pia
from the former East Gmnl;n;m
“There have been footballers of
m qu:thtiuﬁot:d there but we
n o to
fully.” he said. W develop
There were two Germans in the
top 10, with the Euro 96 winners’
Captam Juergen Klinsmann, who
this time, and three Frenchmen.
Manchester United’s Eric
Cantona, who has been over-
looked by his national team boss
Aime Jacquet in the last two sea-
sons, was higher in seventh place
than two France regulars Marcel
y of AC Milan and Youri

HERZLIYA PITUAN, FURNISHED
house. & bedrooms, basement, garden,
excellant location. ILTAM REAL ES-
TATE. el D-58-611.

HERZLIYA PITUAH , 5

bedroom .

wﬂ.ﬁ fumished / unfurnished Ion%_haae
MOHAN REAL ESTATE. Tel. (9-857-

SALES
HEHZIII.YA PITUAH, I‘_IEWl house,
2CTORS I (1] -
bﬁssemnﬁwTroa-m. 05892%1-

RAMOT HASHAVIM, NEW coflage,
beautifui 350 sq.m.. on 1,700 sg.m.
immediate. Tel Ron 03-540-2692, -
735155

SITUATIONS VACANT

Tol Aviv

HOUSEHOLD HELP

OFFICE STAFF

DIAMOND-EXCHANGE, SECRETARY
ITYPIST (28+/-), lor adminisfrativel+
Hebrew ltypist. With Tniti

T 03575 050, e

DIAMOND-EXCHANGE,SEGRETARY
AYPIST (25+0:). lor administrativale
E Hebew ~ typiet itiative.
Tot 03.575-0556. .

VEHICLES

Jerusalem

UNRESTRICTED

ARIE PALOGE - QUALITY CARS:

S Sare, 0S0540TT

SELLING ?BUYING 7 INSTANTCASH"

Any car .
Bargaing. ol 029931493,
050-316715,

| % < ERIC COHEN BOOKS

soeks
DAAE | AVAIIT DERSON

LOON, () gt RS v " DL e St
mitted an official complaint to the Alin Sm °fN°W‘?Sﬂ= United Juventus's briflj
Football . ﬁmp est:'?,'da was third with 109 points. Alessandro Del _ant playmaker
about Ten Wright's sending-off or m‘““’lmd"“'” actually first on  and Davor Suker. pog) i oori!
: than —16to - * Real Madrid's
NomnghamFmonSannﬂay._ 13-andfea!medonmm] ot Croatian striker, sixth.
rmiseeq Wright bor olont conay, Sammer hay e 35 —
an offense which carries an auto-  top three, more votes in the Wmﬁmm-,m
Mm&%ﬁrg ﬂ;:I; natrally had & small hope | 3. Melhias ' Sammes, Bonssia
defender Nikola Jerkan, ) might win (the awan) but ] | SO 166 ook, - .
The FA said and assi dmntmuy“mitl.iuﬂwm- 3. Atm PO B 141
referee Jobn Holbook wouts be S o the top five,"'saiq | 106, Soares; Newcaate
c oul w .-
S e 1 e o | L34 e
Yol ok s v 903 B iiSpen . e
incident but had relied on the evi.  bor in the former Eage | o, 2240 Stlter, Real Madiid, 38,
dence of Holbrook befs e ony in 1967, was the mogt |26, - Manchester nied.
Wrghtthe rd card E  qental plaver i the German & Horet Doty 2 yan. 22
beat the Czech Republic 0. %ngﬁuéﬂ

Triumph and fra g;edy

at Atlantq 96

NEW YORK (AP} - It was clearly -,

mcmhhﬁﬂm -« & passing of

mmmmmmmmmmmlh@m_

world:?cmﬂw.sueeondshtheshom . a
The titles gave Johnson a share of ﬂ::p:g'm
worid's fastest buman, the Am o

Cmada's Donovan Bailey, who part going to
meter record to 9.84 in winning the Dlrmpicﬂmﬁtllgo'

DOt only the t; .
sogce; hﬂe, but adnum and . for .
& st praise for African
gaﬂelffs, Joh:s::-rk s
lympics was 5 Pive bomb
WOming of July 27 b o

The explosion whi O Park
. ©vent with i g tookmuchofdnspﬁmfm,_

hoine, RIS already were dramine acos. o
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WHAT’S ON
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) 'I'HEce]ebnwdFrmchRommucm%Im:e

MJCHAELAJZENSI‘ADI'

Leonard B L elicor: ; AmuimnsopranoKelleyNasne.l’perﬁ:msmﬁe
. Kaddish: toa g Toool. s T onu:ingofthe]'u'usnlemhtnrg:ﬂfesﬁvalof

in &oﬁibh&n—mgmgsmﬁlmwtbesmﬁﬂmﬁ'
4 wgmmmﬁﬁmma

town, y d1vi a
ﬂmHemyGwnSymphmyHaﬂmJa‘usalﬂn ofwmmghootleggmgnutﬁmlnsmdofmgg
®)- _ sides, this wigger-happy cynit decides to play the
: : two against each other — and work for both at the

-_TELEVISI_ON' : sameume.llxez.:g;n:stmaﬂyunevm(and
| e e

. keep us interested thronghout. With
Walken and Broce Dern. (English dialogue,
Hehrew subtitles. Childr:nlmdcrl?notadnnned
mﬂ:ontanad:ﬂt.) ’

.***SPITFIREGRILL—Thetm:p:hngm!e
of a young woman'’s attempts to start life afresh in
a small Maine town after her release from jail,
" Spitfire isn't subtle, but it is effective in a cloying,
predictable way. This is the kind of movie that one
fights to resists—resenting writer/director Lee
David Zlotoff for his shameless reliance on a host
of overliteral symbols, gritting one’s teeth at the

) -part series, filmed as a doc-
umentary set in flamboyant 17 Europe
followmg Voltaire’s dramaric life and fight to
.spxmdh:srdeas.AcmP]aymnghmesm-
- temporaries are i with interviews of
. critics and scholars who to shed light on this
-fascinating figure. ‘Episode 1 will be shown
_tumghtathandtommmwatlp.m.andS'p.m.

FILM. _ Eubfhngsonndn-ack.mdnungeverymmmeof
. - Ellen Burstyn's generic curmudgeon-with-a-
ADINA HOFFMAN heart-of-gold performance as the older widow

who relectantly takes in and leamns to trust the for-
mer prisoner Mamg:t.ﬂmugh,:tseems
best to either give in-to the 's folksy charms or
walk oot in the middle. (English dialogue, Hebrew

%4k LAST MAN STANDING —A hnsciously
photographed reworking of Akira Kurosawa’s,
1961 samnn: classxc, Yo;tmbo Waite.r I-E]l’

9578
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ACROSS ' 22 Inadequate tip? (4) 4Redeeming feature of a
They may be seen racing 24 U8 city fashionable in the kidnapping (6)
o'er spire (7,7) . past(7). 5Na child to e when
" 9Dad, after commercial, 25 Specialist in stock-taking? i , beinig insolent
. ‘seen in - study, - ( 8
: i - 26Explorers will go to 6 German city revised a hst
.108 mthpbfnnuwmg extremes to reach them of necessities (10}
' Th 43 "4 in 4,238 . 7Rag merchant (9,6)
11 e - engage . : n
) maggwmu) Bm&mm
= f,“,,hhd,,"’(m dough spread 13 What unwise drinkers may
h N . get, the fools! (10)
1411:.1*&1 : o DOWN “Mm(s,s- swell to begin moving
: lsmed %ear with no : | li’d' .eoli'gi) ruptured 17Aﬁlmsh:e;1“6) ot of
17 Abendon royal digaitty 8) . **. 9} may enable Sighters to m::? ect put on in
.18 It rounses after the manner _ mheameba:k(ﬁ,ﬁ) m“(‘%‘
21 Gond b a ot of | SNatie warrlors sach 20 Wantiodisguisehatred 6)
nes, get a-lot o - . .
ba:hnog-—iﬂg “research . :r;éh#emeﬂ:c_g ir ﬁln%awwanmdaud }
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: 1 Negligent Freight
-8 Remexber (9) 3 Quiet (4)
- 9Every(3) 4 Drowsy (6)
""10 Responsibility (4} 5 Whole (5)
" 11 Helix(6). . .~ 6Proficient(7
. 18 Sooumary (8) 7 Geem-free (T}
BR 14 Wordwide(6) 13 Emror (1)
. 17 Epistle (6) " 13 Steal (T
18 Factoal (4) 15 Erow (7)
20 Unirnth (3) 16 Diversion (6)
| 22 Erudition(9)- 17 Lawful (5)
- Sy (5), - 18 Upxight (5)
. 24Send(8) . _ - 21Flot{d)

TELEVISION

_ W CHANNEL 1

6:31 News in Ambic 6:45 Exprcise
Hour?‘-ooGoodMu'mng

B EDUCATIONAL TV
8:00 Mosss In Jowish Tracition 8:30
F Ties 9:00 Reading 9:30 Heahh
B:45 for the young 10:15
French 10:30 Mathematics 10:40

Literatura 11:15 Scienca 11:30 Science
and Mnolo_gy 12:00 y

Onocin Lins 1&3 SurpriseTrah 14:20
Kitty Cat and Tt 14:35 Babar the

15:30 Ti Tal 1550 Bool
nytown es _g

1600 Th:
classseal musr.-
Bean 18:55 to Basel

Fi 20:00 News 20:50 Lotto results

Mass — broadcast
of the Annunciation in Nazereth
I CHANNEL 2

13:00 ie _Howser, MD 13:30
Blossom 14: EclmPnknu.anJmmr

with Rafi Reshef 17:30 The Fresh
Air 18:00 SoLelled
Life 19:00 Hastzufim 19:20 Price is
mm-.oo News 20:30 Ramat Aviv
- new season 21:15 Fact with
Dayanzz:DDGw 2315 X-
00:00 News 00:05 X-Files 00:18
Encounters with Kobi Medan 1:00
3 Concert — Schubeit's Mass

, John Rutter’s Regquiem
and 130) anr.l( &n}sunas
K}epmma' 1993) — a
and a strestwise

%&%%%?
z 2§g§§
ﬁgg
%

oi7

]
8
F)
z

1405 Budgie, the Little Helicoptar
in Planet 13:40 | Love Lucy
15.00 Frendl programns 16:00 At the

WHERE TO GO

Nofices in this fsature ace

at NIS28.08 including VAT.
Insertion wgdmm

o e,
_&ms4a.9.23.26.28.Fnriio.eal
'mmmwm o

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

fions, Chagall Windows. Tel 02-418333, 02-
77627

TEL AVIV

Messetgns

TEL AVIV MUSEUM. Foliowing the Shock:
Grafiillin Yizhak Rabin Square; Ten yeais to
h Ministry of education Prize in PlasticArts.
Portraits: By a group of lsraell artists; Virlual
Reality: The domestic and realistic in con-

David, New works. Hours: Weeldays 10
am-6 pm Tua 10 am-10 pm. AL 10
am-2 pum. Meyerhoff Art Education Conter,
Tel 65191558.

HAIFA

 WHAT'S ON IN HAIFA, dial 04-B374253.

GENERAL
ASSISTANCE

: Tel Aviv
Meadical Center surpery).
Netanya
POLICE 100
FIRE 102
liF"E“imf'.:‘»TAll!) 101
01 (Hebrew) or 811
In nm:ﬁbhm:ﬂ
Ashdod™ B551333 lursu'
Ashicelon 551332
msnnug?:s %9&11111
®

Medical help for Sourists (in English) 177-

0229110
The Naticnal Poison Control Center af
04-852.8205, 24 hours a

Rembam Hosplal
danbrﬂanﬂnhmd
Emoctional Firat 1201, also:
Ry
696-111
Nalonya 110,
Karmiel 988-8770, Kiar Sova 767-4559,

Wizo hotiines for bastered women 02-
8514111, DS-B‘IB—“@[!BGII\MUT—
ssr-e mmmwmm

Jerusalem 625-5558,

??1:544—9191 % e

I-hhsuh Ormganization ~ lsraal
%Mﬂw“m

Zoo 16:30 7:00 Nows
flash 1?&%@9@ 17:15
Cyclone Tracy 18:00 French
19:30 News headiines 19:5%
Brown 20:00 ine 01
Chnistmas in Connecticut (1982) —
remake of the 1345 comedy about 2
magazine writer who finds hersell
entértaining a war voteran
Christmas, wlmherboss.\hmn
Kris Kristofferson and Tony Curlis,
Directed by Amoid Schwarzen egqer
{100 mins.) 22:00 News in E
22:25 Something Wilder 23:15 M'nsron
lmpuslbfa 00:00 The Sound of
Denve 1 n?: Ildﬁu;'ellﬂﬂ Maasal:\: fr
r om
the Vidtican

HMIDDLE EAST TV
7:00 Quantum 800 TV
14:30 700 Glub 15:00 ng-l
Hurder 18:55 F

Matters 18:1 bymeEIal

HITV 3 [23)
16:00 Cartoons 16:30 Yasin

WETV 2 (23)

Shakespearean

W FAMILY CHANNEL (3)
?‘wm s-onOneL:laloLwe
! 10:30 Our Lives {mpt)
1.20 Perla N {rpt) 1210
Neighbors (mpt) 1 Dellas {rpf) 13:30

Sumgl;r;.so 14:10 Rosie O'Neii
15:00 15:50 Days of Our Lives
16:40 Neighbors 17:10 Dallas 18:00

11:30 Weekend ot Bemie's (1889) (mit)
12:05 Naw n the Cinema 1

Murder 1 [+ 14:35 The
Other Side of (1881) (mpt) 16:10
Shadowlands (1993) (mpt) 18:25 The
Lotus Eaters -

G.G. PEER *
Eddie S, 730, 5.
7:80, 10 * Jude ﬁA-

3
g
g
;
Px

*-
E
8

whag
] %%E
,%;%-gz;
:;és ’F

=15, 10 Glkmmer Man®Fiad 5
750, 6 TE AUV MUSEUM
Everiasting 581
HAIFA Joy

CINEMA CAFE AMAM! -nmass
sndng ununer

7 . 9-15 AIZ!ION
m A:18, 645, * Glimmer
4:3),7 |5

= GHILOREN {6)

6:30 Certoons 8:00 Coure Mario 8-30
The Center of Things 9:45 PlnkPamMr
Show 10:05 The of Thi
10:20 Ocean Girl 11:05 Mingr
Adjustments 11:35 Lite Uni
1200 ShesnTis 1230 ]
Urpnsg en ﬂpcon'"a
13:45 Tasmania 14:05 Jin Jin and the
Panda Patrol 14:30 Coure Marip 15:00
The Center of Things 15:15 PRink
Panther Show 15:50 The Adventures ol
Peia anda:ls’sete 16: ;?MT'}!‘EWMN of
1 Hangi Cooj
Littla University 17:30 snm-?g
18:00 Hugo 18:30 iLooney Toons and

Inspector G 9:30
o Mgnwm's Mou:rhnrar.ehg

G‘M‘m& Sllmgz 20:25 Married 21 es Lms

B SECOND SHOWING [5)

22:00 The Mackintosh Man (1973) —
Cold War thriller by John Husionh, British
ineligence hiré8 an outsider to find
KGBmoIesquy'lpustHon 5. With Paul
Newman and Dominique Sanda. 23:40
HamletGoasBusmeas(ﬁnmsh 1987)
Comlc-modem  version of

Smeare Hamjet. Written and
di by Aki Kauriamaki (85 mins.)

B DISCOVERY (8)

6:00 Open University - Textile strike of
1934, part 3; Blessmgs of a Mummy;
American Presidents: Ronald Reagan
12:00 Grest Palaces — Schoenbninn,
S e (o) 15:00 O Lo o

et v

Two? | Uni
16:00% Pames pt) 16:30
Road {

00 Sight by Touch — Lnuns Emrﬁg
who found a gﬂw help mmm of
biind paople 21:00
National Explnfer 22:00
Voltaire, 1684-1778 — four-part series
e S Sy S0 1
ob:0 sy ) (P
Open Uﬂvmﬁv ()

B SUPER CHANNEL

6:00 Selina Scott Show 7:00 The Ticket
7:30 NBC News 8:00 Today 10:00 Wall
Street Mommg Reports  11:00

Wheel 15-30 Wall

with
2:00 The Tonight Show
th Jay Leno 3:00 MSNBG Imernight

M STAR PLUS

The Bold and the Beautiful 11:00
Khandaan 11:30 Imtihan 12:00 Home
and Away 12:30 Lost in Space 13:30
D vom Cean Cook 15:80 Crbenvond

14:
15:30 Star News in Hindi 16:00 Small
Wonder 16:30 The Bold and
7:00 Hindi

H

B CHANNEL 5

Motion 16:30 English Soccer -
Newcastie vs. {rpt) 18.3!':

B EUROSPORT

9:30 Golf: 1996 In review 11:00
Speedworld 13:00 Sporis Magaxine

e All the 4:45
LA Way

Goodnight 7830, % ShiRke oAl
930 * Klngpl'n 7, 830 x Jingle All
theWay 7

ARAD

STAR 7,545 & J AR
the Way 730 + Double

345 & The Quest 7:15, 9:45

ARIEL

St Clara 9

ASHDOD

G.G. GIL = 8647202
Immer 0 All the
Much 5, 7:30, 1

ORI 132 711 ms':!"a& a5 %
-
5,7,30 10 & Eddia 5,
K 10

A ON

G.G. GIL = 729877 Stealing Beauty®
Dragonheart® Giimmer
Man@Glmmer Man 5 7:30, 10 %
Sfeepers 7, 945 RAV GH
Kil ln.Long Kiss Goodnlgh
sp'?sﬂu Grif 7:304594 *

7:30, 9:45 * .Jingla All the Way
5 % Matiida

Dl
LEV Kiss Goodnlght 7:15, 10
+* La Affina Elettive 7:30, 10 *
SIeepels 7,9:30 x Klngpln 7:30,

RZLIYA
HE m‘nuﬂlAboull':lB

"“S’E? G 8 10
DAY Double Happiness 7:30
STAR = 588068 Lo GoodnEm
7:30, 10 * Dragonheart

*
7:30, 10 * Sleapers 7:15, 945
KARMIEL

ST e o

KFAR SAVA

G.G. GIL =7677370 Long Kiss
Goodnight 4:30, 7:15, 10 + Eddla
5, 7:30, 10 _* Glimmer Man 7:30, 10
% Jack 5 * Si 430, 7:15,
10 * Homeward nd il 1130
am, 2.5 +* Kingpin 5, 7.30 10 %
Matilda + Dragonheart 5, 7:30. 10
+ Spitfice Grill 5, 7:30, 10
KIRYAT BIALIK

G.G. GIL Slecpers®Glimmer Man 7,
9:30 * Last nsmndlng 7, 9:30
* Jack 4:45, 7, 9:30 Matilda
4:45 * Eddle.Dra%:nhﬁn 4:45,
7. 9:30 * Two Much®Stealing

Banuly 7.9:30 + The N
professor 7. 8:30 * Homewa
Bound 1 4:4%
KIRYAT ONO

TNAS THe Nutty Professo 9.
MAVAT SHAONA Y "

G.G. GIL LM% Kiss Goodnight
4:30, 7, 9:30 % Ilmmerﬂln g:30
* .lack. 4:30, 7 * The Eighth D-H
'I.OQDSO Homeward Sound Il 4:3

AR Eddlo®The

ST Quest &, 7:30, 10
* la All the Way 5,
Doubla 10

730 *

String: quartet no 1;
6:20 Bodias in Motion 16:00 Bodies in

13:30 Gamas 14:00 Eurogoals
15:00 erican Challe Games
16:00 Triathion: iron Man, (r_pt)
17:00 Recreational Sports
o e et e

otor racin Fram:e
21:00 Soccer: European
- ruundup 23:00 Spom

00:00 Soccer: Eurcpesn Cu 1:00
Billigrds e

E PRIME SPORTS

6:00 Bosating M ing 6:30 Tennis:
Greatest Grand S| Maiches of 1898
8:30 Motor Racing: Go race,
France 9:30 Athletics 10:30

Best of the Si 11:30 Asia
Show 1200 Table Tennis: Pm
14:00 Motarcycie Raci of
Superblke season 15'00 Triamlon

16:00 Mmorcg aarll?-
17:00 review 18:30
Triathion, Wurlu cup 19:30 India

magazine 1:00 rk:hetZ:SDTﬁathhn
B BBC WORLD

News on the hour 6:05 Panorama (ipt)
avD;aParmm {mt) 11:30 Tomomow's

{rpt) 14215 The
Programms  15:15 Word Bummneynea
:!saport 15:30 Asia-Pacific

Spacial 00:00 Buamass Hq:on
210 World Review 1996

N SKY NEWS

News on the hour 5:30 CBS
Evening News 7:30 ABC World
News 11:30 Fashion TV 12:30 ABC
Nightline 13:30 CBS News This
Moming 16:30 Live Broadeast from
Parliament 19:00 Live at Five 20:30
Tonight with Adam Boultion 21:30
Sportsline 22:30 Business rt
1:30 CBS Evening News 2:30
World News

RADIO

E VOICE OF MUSIC

6:06 Moming Concert 9:05 Bach'
Partita no 4 828 {Gould); Purcell

instrumental pieces from Dido and
Aeneas; John Blow: Ode on tha Death

intat op 57/2 (Mosaic/iSohen);
Sonata in B D960 {Lupu);
Schrﬂltks:

Sth-cenhury

cerols; Telemann: Sonata

for violin and basso continuo in F from
Musical Exercises; Angnymous: 2
Christmas carols; Scartatti: 4 Sonates

Trio In G minor for recordes, obos and
basso continuo (Cologne Camerata); P
Warlock: Christmas carol; Kurtag:

'Draams violin nuarlo. W. Byrd:
Lufiaby for my , Christmas
carol 20:05 thmglca ., opening

concert — Jerusalem Symph
Omhestm—l cond. Pavid Shal%n"v
DaI‘DQT Nssslel (mpgi

!nanaloﬂ Scoltlsh National
Cholr. Kodaly: Psalmus
Hungaricus; : Pgaim 42;
Bemstein: Symphony no 3 “Kaddish™
+23:00 A Musical Joumey
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Glimmer Man 5, 7:30, 9:45
RAMAT HA SHAhON
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GAL 1-5 = 9619562 The Nutly

Prolessor@Tralnspotting®@ Chain
on@Antonia’s 130, 10 *

A Time to Kill 7:15, 10 GIL 13
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Weizman ‘regrets’
humiliating gays

THE conflagration sparked bl'
President Ezer Weizman's
remaris about gays was put out
yesterday, but the embers were
stll burning, following a lengthy
meeting between the president and
representatives of the gay popula-
tion, who were joined by MKSs.
“The t sees legislation
wm‘:il:ed;:cundan o:’sdcmocracy
ons
ﬁf rules of nararal justice, and the
dignity and freedom of ran, and he
has nmo intention of encouraging
legistation which leads to discrimi-
nation between citizens of the state
regardless of origin, religion. sex or
sexual crientation,” a statement
released after the meeting said.

“The president says that any’

deed or expression in which peo-
ple are publicly humiliated — or
deeds which can be interpreted as
such — should be regretted,” ihe
statement continued. “The dignity,
rights and well-being of all the cit-
izens of Israel must be upheld.”
The statement was read out by
Weizman's burean chief, Arye
Shumer, to the press. It foliowed an
hour-long meeung between the
president, his wife Reuma at his
side, and representatives of the
Society for the Protection of
Personal Rights, led by Dr Ud
Even. They were accompanied by

BATSHEVA TSUR

MKs Yael Dayan and Ofer Pines of
Labor, and Meretz. leader MK Yossi
Sarid and MK Napmi Chazan,

“It was not #n easy meeting but
it was most helpful,” Sarid said
later. “The president saw that gays
are human beings without horas,
exemplary citizens. If he had
known this before, he would not
have made the remarks.”

Sarid said he was encouraged by
the fact that the president had with-
drawn his remarks about the need
for legislation against homosexuals
and that be had expressed regret.

Dayan, who heads the Knesset
lobby for gay rights, and is
Weizman’s niece, appeared some-
what less satisfied, saying that the
president had “npot said enough
after he said oo much” She

“rabbis, MKs™ - would pot quiet
down quickly and that the delegit-
imization of a lagge segment of the
population could lead to violence
against them.

“The president did not apolo-
gize," she said. “That is not his
style. But he did understand things
he had not known before, such as
the legisiation in the Knesset which
speaks of sexual orjentation and

; and the IDF
n:guiauons about homosexuais.
This has been an expensive lesson
fortbe[gay]wmmrmﬂylhogethe
pmsxdentwonlshpupagmnmme
future,” she said of her uncle.

Even said, however, that the gays
were “satisfied with what we
achieved. We had a chance to
express our deep hurt over the pres-
ident’s remarks _We understand that
be is ready to accept now that things
are not the way they were when he

- He said the president learnt that
gays constitute 10 percent of the
population. “Thers is now an
attemapt to prevent fixther damage
and the dialogue will be contin-
ued,” Even saitd

The World Congress of Gay and
Lesbian Jewish Organizations sent
a2 letter to Weizmen expressing
concemn over his remarks. The
group urged him to retract them
and apologize.
4 OutsmBeit Hanassi, about m

lozen onsirators carrying
national flag with the word
“Moledet” (Homeland) printed on
it n greep, up a steady chant
“Homos. go back to the closet.™
Several of the demonstrators held
placards bearing the formuia:
“Homo + Lesbian = Meretz."

Histadrut

THE Histadrut will decide today
whether to stage a national labor
strike on Thursday, in respense to
the governmen’s budget proposas.
At a meenng yesterday Prime
Minister Binyamin Netanyzhu
told Histadrut chairman Amir
Peretz that in seiting the budget
proposals the government has
gone a Iong way not 1o affect the
workers or the weaker classes.
There are no direct increases in
taxation, and the govemment aims
for continued economic growth,
tamed inflation apd lower unem-
ploymnnt. Netanyahu said.

The Prime Minister asked the
Histadrut not to strike. Peretz told
him a decision would be taken
today during a mecting of
Histadrut senior officers.

Meanwhile, the Txusm'y
mghnssuedanupdanedhstofxg
budget proposals and changes
agreed with the Knesset Finance
Committee. These include:

*Capital-mvestment aid to facto-
ries, where the total investment is
more than NIS 160 million, at
20% in development zones A and

mulls national strike

DAVID HARRIS
and DAVID RUDGE

10% in zones B. Where the invest-
ment is less than NIS 160m., at
24% and 12%. These rules will
only apply in 1997, before revent-
ing to 20% and 10% rates.

=Capital-investment aid 1o
towrism projects at 20% in A zones
and 10% in B zones.

»Capital~-investrent aid in agri-
cultural projects at 30% in A zones
and 10% in B zopes.

sSoldiers’ demobilization grants.
‘Within 60 days officials will come
up with new proposals.

‘Wnth regard to privatization,
Netenyahu said he would arrange
a series of meetings during the
process of selling state assets. The
Histadrut has made plain its su'ong
oppusmon to the govemment L]
intention to sel) many of its com-
panies, Starting next year. The

.H:stadrutcla:msﬂnswmlmdm

reflmdjgly’dle veramens.
ment gavemment.
The Histadrt decided over two
weeks ago 1o declare 2 general

labor dispute on behalf of the
organized workforce throughont
the country, as z prelude to the

strike to protest the gov-
ernment’s budget cuts.

The Tel Aviv Regional Labor
Count Sunday ruled in favor of a
petition by the of
Mekorot and its subsidiary

could stage a local strike for a three-
hour period from 1 p.m. on one day
only from Thursday, provided 1t
was coordinated between manage-
ment and works committees at the
waler company's various sites.

Abhead of the commencement of
the Knesset debate on the
Budgetary Arangements bill,

Finance Minister Dan Meridor -

told reparters be believes the mar-
ket should be very satisfied with
the budget deliberations in recent
days. “1 look at the general pic-
nne.befmelgomm:hedaraﬂs.
he said. “1 wen't claim victory,
until the work is finished next
week in the Knesset plenum.”™

Ademonstratnrmthas:gnrudmg“’l‘hemblesa 'Hnmnsexual beast"proteslsontsdeBeit
mmy,dmgammm&ntmwmmdaMﬁgnﬁ
(Brian BencBer)

Nazareth ready for Christmas

NAZAREI‘H is putting up more DAVID RUDGE be city
decorations and planning more o ucipauonofdmnsandgroupsfrgm
events to make this year’s for she holiday, despite concern of
Christmas celebrations as festive a possible recession because of
as possible. budget cuts and the prospect of
streets of the mixed Moslem and =~ “There is a real holiday atmos-
Christian Arab city this year, phere in the city. There are more
extrz events are planned in addi- are also decorated and playing
tion to the traditional omes to C'Imsunasmns:casmm
mark the holiday and the new years,” said Nazareth Ciey Comcil
year. Ramzi Hakim.

Hotels in the city were reported  The traditional Christmas recep-
to be nearly full with pilgrims and  tion was held for leading local dig-
foreign visitors, despite the drop nitaries -and foreign visitors, .
in tourism. including. eribassy fépreséiia- day.

Shops, meanwhile, appeared to  tives, at City Hall last night.
be domg a brisk trade it the sales is to
of presents, iress and decorations staged through the main street

Forecast: Partty cloudy fo Glear
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Haifa Chemicals
talks break down

TALKS between management asd
workers of the strike-bound Haifa
Chemicals factory broke down
yesterday, despite some progress
baving been made. The Haifa
Regional Labor Court will recon-
vene today to hear reports from
both sides.

The Histadrut, in the talks ves-
terday, proposed that 60 empioy-
ees take voluntary retirement and
also agreed that any grade nses be -
deferred for a year, as well as |
other cutbacks aimed at reduocing
the company's
Management, however. insisted
that grade rises be deferred for two
years and also complained about
the difficulties in conducting
negotiations  while dlsn:plu.e
action by the workers continpes.

David Rudge

Above All...

‘We've Mastered the Art Of Private Banking

"The Jewel of the Israeli Banking Industry.”

COSis. -

TAMIR, COKEN (JACOBSOHN)

Safomwn Brothers. 78 2%

"Firsl International is the best regarded
of the major Israeli banks.."

Uision Bark of 5u imerlend, global rveanch opor 151205
First International is ranked No. } among
the five leading banks in Israel

by Thuma Banl, Wazch, 2.5.86
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9% Tourist discount 17% VLT refumd
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It was not easy to achieve such high regard
from such prestigious international
institutions. It took Fears of hard work

and condueting business by 2 clearly
defined business philosophy that focuses
on safety. Mainly the protection of our
clients assets and shareholders investmenis.

Our state of the art practices apd the

performance of our professional staff are
clearly reflected in customer satisfaction
and in our balance sheet. Year after vear.

FIBI's International Private Banking
offers non-Israefi residents. new
immigrants and Israelis living abroad
custom tailored prodects and services
that meet their individual financial peeds
based on confidentiality and security.

Fill out this entry form today, return it 6 Th i | '
in our weekly raffle for valuableglftcertlflcatesﬁ-o S ]e al_em Post and

i Kit partla ate
Every Friday in The Post, we'll annoumn¢e: ﬁ;ncﬁntﬂ Golf and Lev:sstgregr
Ist Prize: NIS 700 value, 2nd Przze NIS 200- “alue 23; new prize winners:

rd. P;é.z_e NIS 100 value.

For further information,
contact our International
Private Baniunn Department.
Tel Aviv, 22 Allenbr St

Tel: (972)-3-5100530

Fax: (972)-3-5100827

or enr subsidiaries:

FIBI Bank (UK). 24 Creechuzch Lage,
London £C34 3EH, Tel: 1445-171-2838333,
FIBI Bank ({Switzerland). 43 Bleicherweg.
Zurich 8027, Tek: 13111201699

or at the offices of Republic National Bank
of New York.

The more you read The Post...
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